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Akash Anand’s déja vu moment; Who is Mayawati’s nephew, sacked for the second time?

New Delhi | Akash Anand
dropped as party’s national
coordinator and successor for
the second time.Akash Anand
dropped as party’s national
coordinator and successor for
the second time. (File Photo)
Lightning does not strike
twice, as the popular idiom
goes. But in Akash Anand’s
case it did on Sunday as his
aunt and Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati
dropped him as both the
party’s national coordinator
and successor for the second
time in as many years.
Akash’s second sacking came
after the BSP chief claimed
that his association with
expelled BSP leader and

Siddharth’s daughter is
married to him. We will have
to watch how much influence
Siddharth will exert on his
daughter as well as Akash. In
such a situation, Akash has
been removed from all party
responsibilities. Siddharth is
completely responsible for
this and has damaged the party
while ruining Akash’s career,”
Mayawati said in a statement
after a meeting in Lucknow in
which she announced her
decision to replace Akash with
his father Anand Kumar and
Rajya Sabha MP Ramji
Gautam. Mayawati said she
would not announce a
successor till she was alive.
The BSP last month expelled

former MP Ashok Siddharth,
his father-in-law, led to him
being removed from the post. activities”. Akash was brought
“You are aware that in to help stop the BSP’s

3 more bodies found, Uttarakhand avalanche
toll goes up to 7; search on for 1 still missing

Dehradun | uttarakhand avalancheEight helicopters, including
five from the Army, two from Air Force and one civilian helicopter
rhired by the Army, have
- evacuated all rescued
. persons from Mana Post to
4 Joshimath Military

Hospital. (PTI Photo) The
Army said Sunday that
\, three more bodies have
ey B i been recovered and that
i".,- > 3| - one worker is still missing
i "2 after an avalanche hit the

site of a Border Roads Organisation (BRO) project in Uttarakhand’s
Chamoli district Friday. This takes the death toll from the incident to
seven. There were 54 workers at the site when the avalanche hit. Lt
Colonel Manish Srivastava said, “Search by the Army is in progress
for the last man. Commander of the IBEX Brigade is at the site leading
the rescue.” The district administration had informed earlier in the
day that one worker assumed to be missing had been at home in
Himachal Pradesh and his family has confirmed that he is safe. It’s not
about idli-sambar. The real problem is visitors’ lack interest in anything
beyond Goa’s beaches Kejriwal’s hold on AAP weakening, can’t even
get a Rajya Sabha member to resign: Baghel SFI demands Bengal
Education Minister Bratya Basu’s arrest, says he tried to crush Jadavpur
University students Eight helicopters, including five from the Army,
two from Air Force and one civilian helicopter hired by the Army,
have evacuated all rescued persons from Mana Post to Joshimath
Military Hospital. The injured are undergoing treatment. Lt Colonel
Manish Srivastava said, “Additionally, as the Army Commander,
Central Command, said yesterday.. ., a drone-based ‘intelligent buried
object detection system’ has been airlifted from Delhi and via Dehradun
has reached Joshimath by MI-17 (a helicopter) to assist the ongoing
search and rescue operations. An NDRF team of 17 persons has also
reached Mana for assisting in rescue operations.” Other equipment
employed in the rescue operation by the Army include five quad copters
and three mini drones. Two members of the Tiranga Mountain Rescue
team and an avalanche rescue dog, named Robin, are also at the site.

Siddharth and another leader,
Nitin Singh, for “anti-party

electoral slide but the party
failed to have much of an
impact in elections in Delhi in
February, Haryana last year,
and Rajasthan in late 2023.
While in Haryana the party did
not win any of the 35 seats it
contested and saw its vote
share fall by 2 percentage
points to 1.86%, none of its 68
candidates won in the capital
even as the party’s vote share
dipped to 0.57%, just over
NOTA. In Rajasthan, the party
won just two of the 184 seats
it contested and saw its vote
share drop two percentage
points to 1.81%. In 2018, the
party had won six seats but all
the MLAs subsequently
jumped ship to the Congress.

The son of Mayawati’s
younger brother Anand
Kumar, Akash did his

schooling in Delhi and his

MBA from London.
returned to India in
2017 and in May the
same year,
accompanied Mayawati
to Saharanpur, where a
Thakur-Dalit clash had
occurred. In September
2017, a few months
after the BJP came to
power in UP in a
massive victory,
reducing the BSP to 19
seats, Mayawati
formally introduced Akash to
party workers. By the time of
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
Akash was playing an active
role in the party and was
credited with getting Mayawati
to join social media platform
X. When the Election
Commission banned
Mayawati from campaigning
for 48 hours during the polls,

He

Akash addressed his very first

rally, urging people to vote for
the BSP and its then partners
Samajwadi Party (SP) and
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD). In
a symbolism that was not lost,
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav and
then RLD president Ajit Singh
joined Akash on the stage.
Akash was first appointed BSP
national coordinator following
the 2019 Lok Sabha.

Court directs registration of FIR on fraud complaint
against former Sebi chief, BSE Chairman, top officials

Mumbai | former SEBI
chief Madhabi Puri Buch
FIRThe complaint sought
direction for the ACB to
register an FIR and conduct
an investigation into alleged
offences committed by the
“proposed accused”,
including former Sebi
chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch. (Express Archive
Photo/ Sankhadeep Banerjee)
A special court designated
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act on
Saturday directed the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB),
Mumbai, to register an FIR on
a complaint of stock market
fraud, regulatory violations and
corruption against top
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) and Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE)
officials. “The allegations
disclose a cognizable offense,
necessitating an investigation.
There is prima facie evidence
of regulatory lapses and
collusion, requiring a fair and

SEBI-N

impartial probe. The inaction
by law enforcement and SEBI
necessitates judicial

intervention under Section
156(3) CrPC,” the court held
after perusing the material on
record. The complaint sought
direction for the ACB toregister
an FIR and conduct an
investigation into alleged
offences committed by the
“proposed accused”, including
former Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch, three
Sebi whole-time members,
and BSE Chairman Pramod
Agarwal and CEO
Sundararaman Ramamurthy.
The order was passed on an
application filed by Sapan
Shrivastava, a Dombivli
resident who claimed to be a

Pooja Kumari of Ahmedabad, who raised the flag
of India in Sri Lanka, was honored with a citation

Surat, Gujarat. Pooja Association of Gujarat,
Kumari, the gold medal
winner of combat
wrestling in the Asian &
Championship of Combat j§
Wrestling held in Srir.*.
Lanka, was honored with &%
a citation by Dharmesh gl
Patel, President of Gujarat
Powerlifting Association,
Hemant Dongavkar, Chief
Patron of Combat
Federation of India and
Santosh Karnik, General
Secretary of Combat

during the Open Asia
Powerlifting Championship

held in Surat. Pooja Kumari
m Was assured of all possible
™ support for
iencouragement while
'4 wishing her excellent
!performance at the
= international level and her
bright future.““Let us tell
you that on the occasion of
the Open Asia Powerlifting
Championship held at
Deendayal Upadhyay
Indoor Stadium in Surat
on 22, 23, 24 February,
Pooja Kumari Singh, a

resident of Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, was honored with a
citation for winning the gold
medal in the Asian
Championship in combat
wrestling.*“* In continuation
of the above, National
General Secretary of
Combat Federation of India,
Sanjay Rai told reporters that
in the coming future, all the
players who will participate
at the international level will
be given all possible help
and encouragement.

ch Confe

e

journalist, seeking direction for
the police to register an FIR
as per section 156(3) of the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC) and probe his
allegations. The court
directed the ACB to register
the FIR under relevant
provisions of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, the Sebi
Act, the Indian Penal Code
and other applicable laws.
Special Judge S E Bangar
passed the order on Saturday
on the application that alleged
fraudulent listing of acompany
on the stock exchange with
the alleged active connivance
of regulatory authorities.
Shrivastava claimed that he
and his family had invested in
shares of Cals Refineries Ltd
on December 13, 1994,
which was listed at BSE India,
and that he had suffered huge
losses. He alleged that Sebi
and BSE neglected the crimes
of the firm, listed it against the
law, and failed to protect the
interests of investors.
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