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O Lack of cleanliness, pollution, drinking water behind voter anger
O two-thirds saw AAP as corrupt

Delhi: The results of an
election are often a by-product
of who lost, and, in the
process, who won. The just
concluded Assembly elections
in Delhi are a case in point.
After a decade in power, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) saw
a sharp decline in public
support with the ‘credibility
quotient’ of its leadership
clearly taking a dip. A direct
corollary to this development
was a decisive victory for the
BJP. The Lokniti-CSDS
Survey, carried out between
January 29 and February 6
(the day after polling) and
covering 3,137 respondents
across 28 Assembly seats,
showed that local issues were
paramount among voters,
there was anger against the

AAP MLAs as well as
dissatisfaction with its
government, and that,

contrary to the belief that the
BJP surged ahead of the AAP
in the final lap, more than half
the voters had made their
choice even before the
campaign began. (An analysis
of specific themes in detail
follows.) Firstly, this election
was fought, lost and won on
inherently local issues. In the
second line of his victory
speech on Saturday evening,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
referred to “Yamuna Maiya”.
In 2020, Kejriwal had made a
solemn promise to cleanse the
Yamuna, saying the voters
could reject him the next time
around otherwise. His
accusations of the river water

being “poisoned” towards the
fag end of the campaign were
seen as a poor excuse and did
not carry much weight, even
as more than eight of every 10
respondents in the Lokniti-
CSDS Survey raised problems
associated with the Yamuna
river as a concern. Similarly,
more than nine of every 10
respondents were
disappointed with “the lack of
cleanliness” in the city and
more than eight of every 10
upset over pollution and the
non-availability of clean
drinking water. Corruption
charges levelled by the BJP
and Congress against the AAP
too played a role. Nearly two-
thirds of the respondents saw
the AAP government as
corrupt, while a little over one

Manish Sisodia to Arvind Kejriwal, AAP
lost 9 tight fights to BJP, won four

New Delhi | Manish Sisodia,
Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi
Assembly elections, Delhi
Assembly polls, aap, Delhi BJP,
Aam Aadmi Party AAP, delhi
news, India news, Indian
express, current
affairsSupporters dance to
Pahadi tunes while celebrating
BJP leaders Parvesh Verma 's
victory in the assembly polls at
his residence in New Delhi on
Saturday. (Express Photo by
Tashi Tobgyal) The Delhi
Assembly results on Saturday
revealed that the BJP won nine
of the 13 close contests, where
the victory margin was less
than 5,000 votes while the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) won the

remaining four. The closest
victory for the BJP came in

Sangam Vihar, where its
candidate Chandan Kumar
Choudhary defeated the AAP’s
sitting MLA Dinesh Mohaniya
by 344 votes. Here, the
Congress’s candidate Harsh
Choudhary finished third with
15,863 votes. Interestingly,
NOTA too polled more votes —

537 — than the victory margin.
In Trilokpuri, the BJP’s Ravi
Kant won against the AAP’s
Anjana Parcha with a margin
of 392 votes while the
Congress’s Amardeep polled
6,147 votes to finish third. The
Azad Samaj Party (Kanshi
Ram) and the BSP, which
garnered 1,681 and 1,322 votes
respectively, also polled more
votes than the victory margin
here. The Congress seemed to
have played spoilsport for AAP
bigwig and ex-Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia, who lost to the
BJP’s Tarvinder Singh Marwah
by 675 votes while the
Congress’ Farhad Suri finished
third with 7,350 votes.

Congress blanked out in Delhi again,
but in AAP loss, sees some gains

New Delhi | Mallikarjun
Kharge Rahul GandhiThe

demise of the AAP, the
Congress believes, is the only
path to its revival in the long
term in the national capital,
which was once its citadel. (X/
Kharge) It seems ironic and
counterintuitive on a day that
the Congress is staring at a
humiliating fourth consecutive
defeat in Delhi. However, the
party is seeing a silver lining
in the possible setback for the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). The

demise of the AAP, the
Congress believes, is the only
path to its revival
in the long term in
the national
capital, which was
once its citadel.
The flip side of it,
of course, is the
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the INDIA bloc, many of
whose members feel the
Congress should have joined
hands or aligned with the AAP
to take on the BJP. To this, the
Congress has been arguing
that it was the AAP which did
not want an alliance with it, and
that Arvind Kejriwal himself
spelt that out clearly with the
AAP first off the block
announcing all its 70
candidates. However, many

INDIA bloc parties believe a
victory for the BJP in Delhi,
coming on the heels of its
smashing wins in Haryana and
Maharashtra, will help it
overcome the Lok Sabha
setback and weave a political
narrative once again that it is
electorally invincible and that
Narendra Modi is still as
popular as he was — a message
which the Opposition alliance
cannot afford. As per
preliminary indications
Saturday, the Congress hadn’t
taken much off the AAP vote
share, barely adding to the
4.26% it got last time. Now, the
party will be seeing whether
its candidates polled more
votes than the margin of
victory in seats where the AAP
has lost to the BJP.
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in four (28%) felt it was very
corrupt. Four of every ten saw
the ‘Sheesh Mahal’ (the name
given by the BJP to the CM’s
residence after an allegedly
exorbitant revamp by the AAP
government) as a sign of
wasteful expenditure.
Secondly, the AAP and its
leadership faced a severe
‘credibility deficit’. Not just
the defeat of the party but the
defeat of its key leaders in their

constituencies was  an
indicator of the same. The
incumbent AAP MLAs need
to share the blame as the
Lokniti-CSDS Survey showed
that half the respondents were
disappointed with the work
done by their representatives.
More crucially, nearly one in
every three (35%) of those
disappointed with their MLA’s
performance were “strongly
disappointed”.

Kapil Mishra, the firebrand BJP leader
who replaced sitting MLA and won

New Delhi | kapil
mishraMishra was nominated as
the BJP candidate from
Karawal Nagar on the
basis of internal surveys
conducted by the party,
which hinted that voters
preferred his “firebrand
Hindutva-cum-
Purvanchali face” over
sitting MLLA Mohan Singh
Bisht.  (Photo: X/
@XKapilMishra_IND) As BJP
candidate Kapil Mishra, a
former AAP minister, won from
Karawal Nagar — defeating his
AAP rival Manoj Kumar Tyagi
by a margin of 23,355 votes —
the constituency, considered a
BJP bastion, has seen only one
non-BJP win in the recent
history, when Mishra won
from the constituency in 2015
on a AAP ticket. He, however,
left the AAP in 2019 to join
the BJP. Some might say
Mishra was a “blue blood” in
politics, with his mother
Annapurna Mishra being a
former BJP Mayor from East
Delhi. Founder of Youth for
Justice, a social justice
organisation, Mishra was
involved in movements
against farmer suicides,
Yamuna encroachment and
Commonwealth Games
scandal, even authoring a book
called ‘Its Common VS
Wealth’ on the issue in 2010.
After winning the 2015 polls,
Mishra was appointed as
Minister for Water and
Tourism in the AAP
government. He was sacked in
2017 and was subsequently
suspended from AAP after he
alleged that then health
minister Satyendar Jain had
helped AAP chief Arvind

Kejriwal settle land deals
worth Rs 50 crore for his
brother-in-law. On February

23, 2020, in a controversial
speech, Mishra threatened to

remove those protesting
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act in Jaffrabad.
The next day, riots had broken
out in Northeast Delhi.
Following the riots, Mishra
was questioned by the Delhi
Police as part of its
investigation. Mishra had later
said, “There is no criminal
case against me... this image
has been created, these are all
just allegations.
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