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Kolkata doctor rape and murder protest LIVE: Police stops Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhuryfrom visiting R.G. Kar Hospital

Ahead of the upcoming
special session of the West
Bengal Legislative
Assembly, the Trinamool
Congress has stepped up
the campaign demanding
capital punishment for
those convicted of rape.
The Assembly Session has
been convened to pass
legislation along similar
lines.

The Calcutta High Court
directed the the release of
Paschim Banga Chhatra
Samaj leader Sayan Lahiri
and added that no coercive
action can be taken against
him. The Federation of All
India Medical Association
(FAIMA) will hold a peaceful
protest at Jantar Mantar in
Delhi on Saturday, August

Healthcare Protection -Act,
which seeks to ensure the

safety of healthcare
professionals across the
country.

Also Read | WCD
Minister urges West Bengal
CM to strengthen Fast
Track Special Courts for
rape, POCSO cases

Meanwhile, the National

31, 2024 over the rape and
murder of a trainee doctor
at the R.G. Kar College and
Hospital in Kolkata.
According to the
statement issued by FAIMA,
the protest aims to demand
justice for the victim and
press the government to
expedite the enactment of the
long-pending Central

In the presence of Chief
Minister M. K. Stalin, the Tamil
Nadu government signs an MoU
with Google to set up Al
laboratories in the State

In the presence of Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin, the Tamil

Venice 2024: Angelina Jolie’s Maria Callas biopic
receives 10-minute standing ovation at festival

The biopic, which is in competition at the festival,
captures the final days of opera singer Maria Callas’ life,
exploring the intense passion that defined her career and
ultimately consumed her

Director Pablo Larrain and Angelina Jolie pose for
photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film
‘Maria’ during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival

Director Pablo Larrain and Angelina Jolie pose for
photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film
‘Maria’ during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival |
Photo Credit: Vianney Le Caer

Pablo Larrain’s Maria, starring Angelina Jolie as the
legendary opera singer Maria Callas, received a 10-minute
standing ovation at its world premiere at the Venice Film
Festival on Thursday night. The biopic, which is in
competition at the festival, captures the final days of Callas’
life, exploring the intense passion that defined her career
and ultimately consumed her.

The screening at the Sala Grande left the audience
deeply moved, with many chanting Jolie’s name. Jolie, who
has been nominated for two Oscars, became emotional
as she acknowledged the crowd, shedding a tear as she
descended from the gallery to greet the audience. The
film’s cast, including Pierfrancesco Favino and Alba
Rohrwacher, joined Larrain and Jolie at the premiere.

Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has issued a notice
to the Kolkata Police
Commissioner over the
alleged use of excessive
and brutal force on August
27 on protesters, who were
demonstrating to demand
justice for the victim in the
RG Kar Medical College
rape-murder case.

T.N. CM Stalin signs MoU with Google for Al
labs, meets officials of Apple and Microsoft

Nadu government signs an MoU
with Google to set up Al
laboratories in the State | Photo
Credit: Special Arrangement

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin, who is touring the
United States to attract
investments, signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with Google to set up Al
laboratories in the State. He also
met senior officials of Apple and
Microsoft and invited them to
invest in Tamil Nadu.

“An awe-inspiring visit to the
offices of Apple, Google and
Microsoft. Discussed various
opportunities and exciting
partnerships. Determined to
strengthen these partnerships
and make Tamil Nadu one of the
foremost growth engines of
Asia,” Mr. Stalin said in a
social media post.

Hateful, baleful:

On the Assam Chief

Minister and communally sensitive remarks

Hate speech, especially
by elected authorities and
targeting a specific
community, has been
repeatedly flagged as a
possible trigger for ethnic
conflagrations and atrocities
that could have catastrophic
consequences. Politicians in
India are well aware of this
but this does not deter the
most cynical among them
from using hate speech to
further a polarising agenda.
A case in point is the Chief
Minister of Assam, Himanta
Biswa Sarma. The BJP
leader continues to revel in
making communally
sensitive remarks, targeting
the State’s minority
communities. On Tuesday,
he explicitly said that he
would take sides against
“Miya Muslims” — a
discriminatory euphemism
for the minority Bengali
Muslim community — and
would not let them “go to
Upper Assam”. These
remarks were in the context
of a debate on the law and
order situation after a
gangrape of a minor in
Dhing. During the 2024
general election, Mr. Sarma,
in speech after speech, had
used rabidly communal
language to target Muslims,
with nary a response from
the Election Commission of
India. He even said,
“Islamophobia is real for
many of us [Hindus]".

By making these
statements repeatedly, Mr.
Sarma is going against the
oath he took as the Chief
Minister — that he will bear
true faith and allegiance to
India’s secular Constitution.
He should be condemned

Why are cyclones in the
Arabian Sea not so common?

Satellite image taken between 12:15 to 12:45 IST on
August 30, 2024, shows the location of a deep depression
over the Kutch coast and adjoining areas of Pakistan and

the northeast Arabian sea.

Satellite image taken between 12:15 to 12:45 IST on
August 30, 2024, shows the location of a deep depression
over the Kutch coast and adjoining areas of Pakistan and
the northeast Arabian sea. | Photo Credit: PTI

The North Indian Ocean supplies a large part of the

moisture required to generate the 200 lakh crore or so buckets
of water during the summer monsoon. That implies a lot of
evaporation from the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal,
which requires these seas to be warm enough to allow
evaporation. Warm tropical oceans also tend to be hotbeds
of cyclones.And yet, the North Indian Ocean is the least active
region of the world’s oceans vis-a-vis the number of cyclones.
The combination of some factors that favour cyclogenesis
and some that suppress it make this area unusual in terms
of cyclone seasons, numbers, and the response of the ocean
and the cyclones to global warming.

for explicitly saying that he
will side against a particular
community. Second, by
amplifying demands by
groups that have threatened
an entire community to
leave “Upper Assam” and
suggesting that the minority
community does not have
the right to free movement,
he is furthering hate in a
State which has been
affected by ethnic violence.
From violent anti-immigrant
agitations to militancy and a
flawed process of identifying
“foreigners” that has
brought misery to the poor,
Assam has been through
crises; some of those
issues continue to fester.
Instead of finding ways of
reconciliation, all-round
harmony and peace, he
uses the cynical ploy of
fostering division in order to
reap the benefits out of the
politics of hate. As actions in
nearby Myanmar and the
plight of the Rohingya show,
repeated use of hate speech
to characterise a minority

community and the
amplification of
communalism have

disastrous consequences.
The Union government and
the BJP leadership have
shown no inclination to rein
in the errant Chief Minister.
Unlike party leaders who
have been reprimanded for
utterances targeting
sections such as farmers,
Mr. Sarma uses hate
speech against Muslims.
But if the government is
serious about improving the
lot of the Assamese people
— the State has among the
poorest HDI indicators in the
country — it has to put an
end to hate speech as a
communally charged
environment militates
against all-round
development.
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