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Delhi CM ArvindKejriwal summoned for fourth time by

In his response to the
EDs third summons
ArvindKejriwal had said he
was ready to cooperate but
that the agencys intention
was to arrest him- The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has
issued fresh
summons to
Delhi chief
minister
ArvindKejriwal
asking him
to appear
before it on
January 18
f 0 r
questioning
in the
mone.y
laundering ©
probe related to irregularities
in the Delhi eUcise policy
2021-22 people familiar with
the development said on
Saturday- Kejriwal had last
week skipped EDs third
summons- HT had reported
on January 4 that the ED
would reissue the summons
to the chief minister but his
repeated disregard of the
summons was scuttling their
probe into the case-

In his response to the
EDs third summons which he
termed as Pillegalll Kejriwal
had said he was ready to
cooperate but that the
agencys intention was to
arrest him and stop him from
election campaigning-

The agency has said it
wants to question Kejriwal

ED asked to appear on January 18

on the formulation of policy
meetings held before it was
finalised and allegations of
bribery- Kejriwal had
ignored two previous
summons - on November 2
and on December 22 as well

e

calling them Pillegal and
politically motivatedB-

What ED said in charge
sheet .

In its siUth charge sheet
filed in the case on
December 2 2023 naming
AamAadmi Party leader
Sanjay Singh and his aide
Sarvesh Mishra the ED has
claimed that the AAP used
kickbacks worth 745 crore
generated via the policy as
part of its assembly elections
campaign in Goa in 2022-

While ED has in the past
alleged that bribes
generated in the eUcise
policy were used to fund the
campaign for the Goa
assembly elections this is the
first time that the agency has
mentioned the amount of the

purported kickbacks and the
first time that the AAP has
been called a direct
beneficiary-

The findings that the
AAP benefited directly are
eUpected to be used by the

ED when it
names the party
in its neUt
charge sheet-
the ED has
claimed  that
total bribes
worth 7100
crore were paid
to AAP leaders
in connection
with the eUcise
policy-
T h e
December 2
charge sheet also alleges
that Psome of the AAP
leaders also personally
benefited from the proceeds
of crimeB- It cites bribes
linked to jailed AAP leader
and former deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia
worth ?2-2 crore along with
?1-5 crore to former AAP
communications in-charge
Vijay Nair and ?2 crore cash
to Singh — all allegedly paid
by businessman Dinesh
Arora- PPMLA (Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
2002) investigation done so
far has revealed that the
Delhi eUcise policy 2021-
22 was formulated as part of
a conspiracy by the leaders
of AAP to continuously
generate and channel illegal

funds to themselves and the
AAPS the charge sheet states-

In one of its five charge
sheets ED claimed that the
eUcise policy was Kejriwals
PbrainchildB- Kejriwal has
also been mentioned in
remand papers with
references to alleged
meetings commissions for
private players and the entry
of political players and
businesspeople from the
south into Delhis liquor
business-

The financial crimes
probe agency has so far filed
siU charge sheets in the
eUcise policy probe against
31 individuals and entities
including former deputy
chief minister Manish Sisodia
and AamAadmi Partys
RajyaSabhamember of
parliament Sanjay Singh-
Both Sisodia and Singh are
currently lodged in Tihar jail-

On Kejriwals role one of
the siU charge sheets filed in
January 2023 states that
Kejriwal told businessman
Sameer Mahendru that
former AAP
communications in-charge
Vijay Nair Pis his boyf and
that he should trust him-

The agency cited the
December 2022 statement of
Sisodias then secretary C
Arvind and claimed he was
informed of the decision for
a 12% profit margin for
wholesale private entities at
Kejriwals residence in
March 2021-

C Arvind according to
the charge sheet told ED

that there were no
discussions about handing
the wholesale liquor

business to private players
in meetings of the group of
ministers (GoM) which
comprised Sisodia
Satyendar Jain and
KailashGahlot before mid-
March 2021-

The eUcise policy was
aimed to revitalise the citys
flagging liquor business and
replace a sales-volume-
based regime with a license
fee for traders- It promised
swankier stores and a better
buying eUperience- The
policy introduced discounts
and offers on the purchase
of liquor for the first time in
Delhi- Lieutenant governor
Vinai Kumar SaUenas move
to order a probe into alleged
irregularities in the regime
prompted the scrapping of
the policy- The AAP has
accused SaUenas
predecessor Anil Baijal of
sabotaging the move with a
few last-minute changes that
resulted in lower-than-
eUpected revenues-

The ED has claimed that
the AAP used a part of the
?100-crore kickbacks
generated by the Delhi
eUcise policy during its
campaigns for the 2022 Goa
assembly elections- It has
also pegged the loss in the
eUcise policy irregularities
at 72873 crore-

Congress' Bharat JodoNyayYatra highlights: Rahul
Gandhi-led yatra takes off from Manipur

Congress' Bharat
JodoNyayYatra highlights: The
Manipur ~T~—-
government N,
has imposed a

f e w
restrictions
ahead of the
campaign-
Congress'
Bharat

JodoNyayYatra
highlights: Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
kickstarted his second large-
scale outreach
programme
ANB harat
JodoNyayYatra
from ethnic strife-
torn Manipur's
Thoubal district
today- The yatra
began at noon from the
Khongjom War Memorial- It will

cover a distance of 6713 km
straddling 100 LokSabha
constituencies and 337 assembly
segments and covering 110
districts- The yatra will conclude
in Mumbai on March 20 after
67 days- A follow-up to the
ABharat JodoYatra which saw
Rahul Gandhi cover more than
3000 kilometres on foot - from
Kanya Kumari to Srinagar the
latest campaign Bharat

JodoYatra 2-0 is eUpected to
involve eUtensive bus rides by
the Congress leader-

The Congress party had
initially planned to commence
the Yatra from Imphal Palace
Ground but shifted to a private
ground in Thoubal after the BJP-
led N Biren Singh government
imposed certain restrictions-

flagging off ceremony of the
Yatra should not eUceed an
hour and the number of
participants should be amaUimum
of 3000 people- The approval for
the Yatra also includes conditions
prohibiting anti-national or
communal slogans during the rally-
Organizers have been instructed to
cooperate fully with state authorities
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According to the order andthe permission is contingent on
issued by the office of Thoubal  maintaining peace public order

deputy commissioner the and tranquillity in the area-

Watch: Indians in US hold car rally ahead

of Ayodhya's Ram temple consecration

Ram temple consecration: VHP in America organised
an Epic Tesla Musical light show near Sri Bhakta Anjaneya
temple in Maryland-

Indians in the US organised a car rally in New Jersey on
Saturday ahead of the much-awaited opening ceremony of
the grand Ram temple in Uttar Pradesh's Ayodhya- As many
as 350 cars participated in the New Jersey rally-

Videos posted by news agency ANI on X (formerly
known as Twitter) showed several cars lined up on the streets
with a large group of people from the Hindu community
holding flags inscribed with images of Lord Ram- The
members participating in the rally can also be heard singing
devotional songs on Lord Ram-
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3000 participants 1-hour duration: Rahul Gandhi to kick-
start Bharat JodoNyayYatra from Manipur amid restrictions

Before starting the yatra
Rahul Gandhi will pay
homage to martyrs at the
Khongjom War Memorial in

traffic has to be diverted to
alternate routes for that
period as per the order- The
Congress party had initially

Thoubal- Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will kick-start
his second large-scale
outreach programme Bharat
JodoNyayYatra from
Thoubal district near Imphal
on Sunday amid a few
restrictions imposed by the
Manipur government- The
flagging-off ~ ceremony
should not eUceed an hour
and the number of
participants be a maUimum
of 3000 according to the
order issued by the office of
Thoubal deputy
commissioner- The time
limit on the event has been
imposed given the venue
being just beside and along
the national highway and the

planned to commence the
Yatra from Imphal Palace
Ground but shifted to a
private ground in Thoubal
after the BJP-led N Biren
Singh government restricted
the number of participants
to 1000- The approval for
the Yatra also includes
conditions prohibiting anti-
national or communal
slogans during the rally-
Organizers have been
instructed to cooperate fully
with state authorities and the
permission is contingent on
maintaining peace public
order and tranquillity in the
area- The order said "There
shall be no anti-national or
communal or any adverse
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slogan during the rally and the
Yatra" and the organisers
should fully cooperate with
the state authorities- The
permission for the Yatra will
stand cancelled if any situation
arose "warranting such
gathering to be disassembled
in order to maintain peace
public order and tranquility in
the area"- The Yatra is set to
begin from a private ground
in Khongjom area in Thoubal
district ~ with  Congress
president Mallik arjunKharge
and other top leaders eUpected
to participate in the outreach
programme aiming to revive
the party's electoral prospects
following a poor showing in
the last round of assembly

elections- Bharat
JodoNyayYatra holds
significance against the

backdrop of ongoing ethnic
violence in Manipur which has
claimed over 180 lives since
May- The Congress has said
that it is taking out the Bharat
JodoNyayYatra is not an
electoral one but is being taken
out as the government did not
give it a chance to raise
people's issues in Parliament
and the initiative is aimed at re-
establishing the principles of
justice liberty equality and
fraternity enshrined in the
Constitution- The Yatra will
travel through 100 LokSabha
segments in 15 states before it
culminates in Mumbai on
March 20 or 21- Besides
Manipur the yatra will cover
four northeastern states --
Nagaland (257 km in two days)
Arunachal Pradesh (55 km in
one day) Meghalaya (five km
in one day) and Assam (833
km in eight days)- The yatra
will then move on to West
Bengal Bihar Jharkhand
Odisha Chhattisgarh Uttar
Pradesh Madhya Pradesh
Rajasthan  Gujarat and
Mabharashtra-

Police recover body of 4th man
missing since Manipur gunfight

Four people were
reported missing after
residents of Bishnupur

heard loud bangs of bombs
and bullets

Imphal: The Manipur
police on Saturday found the
body of a man who was
among the four people
reported missing after a
gunfight at a buffer zone
near the states
Churachandpur  district
people aware of the matter
said-

Ahanthem Dara (55)
ThoudamIbomcha (53) his
son ThoudamAnand (27)
and OinamRomen (45) were
reported missing after
residents of Bishnupur
heard loud bangs of bombs
and bullets being fired from
the hills near HaotakPhailen
village at around 3pm on
Wednesday- While Ibomcha
Anand and Romens bodies
were found in the jungles of
HaothakTamphaKunao in
Churachandpur on
Thursday officials said they
found Daras body on
Saturday- PA police team
found the body in
HaotakMapalokChakpiChing
adjoining Bishnupur and
Churachandpur- It was sent
to a mortuary in a
government hospital in
Imphalf an official aware of

the matter said on condition
of anonymity-

Residents of Terakhong
village where the four lived
said they
w e r e
unarmed
villagers
who were
shot dead
for going
n e ar
another
village to
collect
firewood-

As a
fallout of
long-running ethnic
hostilities the Meiteis who
live largely in the plains of
Imphal Valley and the Kukis
who predominantly live in
the hills have withdrawn to
their respective strongholds-
In response security forces
have created buffer zones in
different border districts
which have also been
divided on ethnic lines-
Bishnupur district is home to
the Meiteis while Kukitribals
dominate Churachandpur-

Security forces have set
up camps and are posted on
the highway to ensure that
the groups remain separated
do not enter each others
districts and trigger violence-
But many times militants
from both groups use the
hills and jungle area to cross
into other districts and attack
each other according to
security officials-

The sweeping ethnic
violence has also led to the
creation of community-
based armed village defence
volunteers underlining how
faultlines have deepened
beyond the Meitei -Kuki
divide pitting different
communities and groups
against each other-

the

After Tendulkar GautamAdani praises J-K para cricketer
Amir Hussain Lone etends every possible support

The 34-year-old cricketer
has a unique playing style-
He bowls using his legs and
bats using his shoulder and
neck-

The differently abled
cricketer from Jammu and
Kashmir Amir Hussain Lone
was elated after industrialist
GautamAdani praised him
for his spirit of never giving
up even in adverse
conditions- The chairman of
the Adani Group also assured
Lone of providing Pevery
possible supportl in his
unique journey-

PWe salute your courage
dedication to the game and
the spirit of never giving up
even in adverse
circumstances -
@ AdaniFoundation  will
contact you soon and

provide you with every
possible support in this
unique journey- Your
struggle is an inspiration for
all of usB Adani wrote on X
(formerly Twitter) sharing a
clip of Lone who is also the
captain of Jammu and
Kashmir's para cricket team
showing his eUtraordinary
skills of batting-

"l want to thank Adani
sir for the support; he
thought me worthy of this- I
saw the tweet about it and I
am very happy- I hope that
they will help me in this
journey- Sachin sir also
tweeted yesterday and
today Adani sir I am very
happy- I hope we get some
help" Lone told news
agency ANI- "I never
thought that great people

would tweet for me- I am
very happy- I think I am
being rewarded for my
struggle- I want to thank
them- I can't eUpress my
happiness- I can't tell how
happy I was when I came to
know that Adani sir tweeted
for me- I am waiting for
when he will call us to meet-
My dreams are getting
fulfilled" he added-

Earlier ace cricketer
Sachin Tendulkar praised
Lone's Plove and
dedication} to the sport and
eUpressed his desire to meet
him and get a jersey
imprinted with his name-
PWell done for inspiring
millions who are passionate
about playing the sportf
Tendulkar wrote on X-

S —
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