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Jaishankar bound for Iran; Gaza,
Houthi attacks on agenda

India is not only
concerned about escalating
situation in Gaza but equally
on Houthi attacking ships off
Indian coast.In the wake of
Israel’s war on Hamas in
Gaza and persistent
attacks by Shia Houthi
militia on commercial
shipping in Red and
Arabian Seas, External

delegation during the
meeting with UAE
President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayaed
al Nahyan on the
sidelines of the Vibrant
Gujarat summit on
January 10. India has
kept in touch with
Middle-East powers over
the unfolding crisis

Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar is bound for
Iran in a couple of days
to engage the leadership
in mitigating global
concerns in the Middle-
East region. Minister
Jaishankar’s visit to meet
Iranian leadership comes
after US-UK forces
attacked Houthi military
positions on Thursday
night in South Yemen
including drone, missile,
and radar sites which
were used to target
commercial shipping in
the Red Sea and off the
Gulf of Aden. The EAM
also spoke to US
Secretary of  State
Anthony Blinken last
night over the escalating
situation in the Middle
East and the missile threat
it poses to the global
economy. Jaishankar was
in Russia for five days
over the year-end and
was part of Prime
Minister NarendraModi’s

including key players
like Saudi Arabia.lt is
understood that during
his visit EAM Jaishankar
will meet his counterpart
Hossein Amir-
Abdollahain and will
also try to call on Iranian
President EbrahimRaisi.
The talks are expected to
be candid as India is
concerned both over the
deteriorating
humanitarian situation in
Gaza as well as Houthi
attacks on commercial
ships like MV Chem
Pluto off the Indian coast
using loitering
ammunition and long-
range drones like Shahed
136.While the two sides
are expecting frank views
on how to contain the
fall-out of the Israel war
on Hamas in Gaza, India
has made it very clear
that the Palestinian cause
does not in any way
justify the October 7
massacre in South Israel

by Hamas terrorists. The
conversation with
Iranian leadership and
their views will be
constructive as Tehran is
the force behind the
Houthis, Hamas,
Hezbollah and Kaitab
Hezbollah  in  the
region.Although the
focus of Jaishankar’s
brief trip will be on the
escalating crisis in the
Middle East, he will also
discuss the North-South
Trade Corridor that goes
via Chabahar port in Iran
and the security situation
in the Caucuses with the
ongoing Azerbaijan-
Armenian conflict.India
supports the two-state
solution ending the
Israel-Palestine conflict
but is opposed to the use
of terrorism for political
objectives. It is against
uncalled-for Houthi
attacks on commercial
shipping and has made it
evident but sending no
less than five warships
into the region. While
India has taken on
Somalian pirates off the
Gulf of Aden, it is also a
key stakeholder in
building infrastructure in
the Middle East including
the path-breaking
Middle-East Economic
Corridor.

Now, drone cameras keeping
eye on illicit liquor in UP

After the dept’s special
drive ended on Jan 4, 1.20 lakh
litres of illicit liquor was seized
and 1,398 arrests made. In all,
4,588 cases were registered
against the accused, says excise
commissioner LUCKNOW
The excise department has
deployed drone cameras to
keep tabs on manufacture,
supply and movement of
illicit liquor. Such vigil is
being carried out in suspect
areas, mostly in and around
riverine areas or near brick
kilns in open fields in
Gorakhpur, Kushinagar
and Gonda, officials said on
Monday.After the excise
department’s special drive
to crack down on illicit
liquor trade ended on
January 4, 1.20 lakh litres
of illicit liquor was seized
and 1,398 arrests made. In
all, 4,588 cases were
registered against the
accused, said excise
commissioner
SenthilPandian C. During
the drive, special teams
comprising revenue, police
and excise officials were set
up to put an effective curb
on illicit liquor trade.
Cooperation from GST,
transport departments and
the Railways was also
sought for better
coordination, he added.
“We kept special vigil on
trains that were coming into
the state from Punjab and
Haryana,” the excise

commissioner said. Due to
price differences, there
were many instances of
liquor smuggling into UP
from states like Haryana,
excise officials said. About
19,408 litres of smuggled
liquor was also seized from
Prayagraj, Sonbhadra,
Bhadohi, Maharajganj,
Siddharthnagar, Lucknow,
Baghpat, Ghaziabad,
Mathura and Aligarh. As
part of the campaign,
excise and  allied
department teams also kept
a vigil on suspect roadside
eateries, scrap dealers,
closed factories and brick
kilns.In Bhadohi, joint
teams of the excise
department and the police
detected 805 cartons of
foreign liquor that was
being transported illegally
in a container.

Excise officials said
four people arrested from
the spot later revealed that
the liquor was being
transported from Punjab to
Jharkhand.In Sonbhadra,
690 cartons of foreign
liquor bearing ‘for sale in
Punjab’ labels were seized
and four accused were
arrested. In Lucknow, 484
cartons of liquor made in
Punjab were seized and
two accused arrested.
Similar seizures and arrests
were made in Mathura,
Aligarh and other places
too.

AtalSetu launch: India’s longest bridge to shorten
travel time to 20 minutes. Top pointsa

AtalSetu inauguration:
This bridge was
conceptualised six decades
ago to connect Mumbai’s
Sewri to Raigad’sChirle.

Prime Minister
NarendraModi is set to
launch the country’s longest
bridge, built over the Thane
Creek in the Arabian Sea,
connecting Mumbai to Navi
Mumbai and dramatically
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reducing travel time. The
21.8-km Mumbai Trans
Harbour Link, officially
named AtalBihari Vajpayee
Sewri-NhavaShevaAtalSetu,
will launch today around
3:30 pm.

The six-lane bridge has a
16.5 km stretch over the sea
and about 5.5 km on land.
The conceptualisation of this
bridge was made Ssix
decades ago with the aim of
connecting Mumbai’s Sewri
to Raigad’sChirle.

Travel time to cut short
below 20 minutes

1. Building the
AtalSetu aims to improve
connectivity in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region -
Mumbai, Thane, Palghar
and Raigad.

2. According to the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development
Authority (MMRDA), the
travel time between Sewri
and Chirle will now be

reduced from 61 minutes to
less than 20 minutes.

3. It will provide
faster connectivity to
Mumbai International

Airport and Navi Mumbai
International Airport and
reduce travel time from
Mumbai to Pune, Goa and
South India. It will also
improve connectivity
between Mumbai Port and
Jawaharlal Nehru Port.

4. Travellers will be
charged ! 250 for a one-
way toll for the bridge. The
charges for the return
journey and frequent
commuters will vary.

5. The toll charge may
be revised after a year
following a review.

6. The maximum
speed limit for four-
wheelers has been kept at
100 km/hour. Two-
wheelers, tractors and
autorickshaws would not be
allowed on the bridge.
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PM Modi changed India’s

MakarSankrantiMela: Gorakhnath
temple decks up, rly to run spls,
electric buses to ferry devotees

destiny: Yoqi

Addressing a Viksit

Bharat Sankalp
Yatraprogramme in
Sanjhai, CM Yogi
underlined the
achievements of the
double engine
government and
lambasted previous
governments for &

patronizing anti-social
elements and ignoring
sufferings of the
common people.
Gorakhpur Prime
Minister
NarendraModi had
changed India’s
destiny and respect for
the country had increased
under his leadership,
Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath
said on  Saturday.
Adityanath said global-
level infrastructure,
highways, railways,
airports were being built
in the country. World-
class medical institutions
such as AIIMS and

fertiliser factories were
being constructed. For

the convenience of the
public, work was being
done to connect every
village with schemes for

roads and drinking
water, among others, he
said. Yogi laid
foundation stone and
inaugurated various
projects and addressed
the gathering in newly
created Sanjahai and
Surajkund wards.

Addressing a Viksit
B h a r a t
SankalpY atraprogramme
in Sanjhai, CM Yogi
underlined the
achievements of the
double engine
government and
lambasted previous
governments for
patronizing  anti-
social elements and
ignoring sufferings of
the common people.
He recalled that
before 2014 people
were struggling for
toilets, houses and
drinking water facility
along with ration but
since the double engine
government came to
power, benefits of welfare
schemes were reaching
each citizen without any
discrimination. He said
ration mafia were active
under previous
governments and poor
used to die due to lack of
treatment but under BJP
government Ayushman
Bharat scheme and free
ration scheme had eased

For the event, the district
administration and the police
have heightened security
arrangements in and around
the temple

The month-long
MakarSankrantiMela will
commence from January 15
at the Gorakhnath temple
and the temple premises has
been decked up for devotees
who will offer Khichdi at
Guru Gorakhnath temple.

For the event, the district
administration and the police
have heightened security
arrangements in and around
the temple. SP City KK
Bishnoi confirmed that the
entire Gorakhnath temple
premises and adjoining
areas had been divided into
four zones and 25 sectors.
Anti-terrorist squads along
with police personnel and
PAC jawans have also been
placed at strategic points.

He said that a
temporary police station has
been set up within the temple
premises apart from seven
police posts in adjoining
areas of the temple. A watch
tower has also started
functioning, and CCTV
cameras have been installed

in the entire area, besides
deploying 3,115 cops for
devotees’ assistance.

The SP City said that
focus had been laid on
crowd management and the
venues for the parking of
vehicles in different parts
have been marked.

Meanwhile, the NE
Railway administration has
decided to run special trains
for MakarSankranti as
devotees from Nepal, UP and
Bihar reach here. Pankaj
Kumar Singh, chief public
relations officer, NE
Railway, said that two
special trains, one from
Nautanwa and the other
from Badhni, had been
started and the Railway
Protection Force jawans
have been deployed at
Nakaha Jungle station for the
safety of passengers and
protection of railway
properties. Apart from
railway, roadways buses are
ready to carry devotees.
Regional manager of
roadways Luv Kumar Singh
confirmed that 30 electric
buses will originate from 30
stops of the district for the
assistance of devotees.

their life . Approximately
12 crore people in the
country and three crore in
UP were enjoying toilet

Karnataka Ministers in Delhi as
Congress convenes meet to discuss
strategies for LS elections

PROFESSIONAL
SALON & ACADEMY
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facilities and 55 lakh
people had got pucca
houses in the state under
PM housing schemes, the
CM added . The chief
minister claimed that
welfare schemes of the
BJP government were
changing the status of the
common people and
development process
would be saturated by
2047 when the country
would celebrate
centenary of freedom .
Coming down heavily
onprevious governments,
Yogi claimed that his
government was freeing

@ land  from illegal
157 m“@ ot occupation of land mafia
ub y b b@’ while previous

BY
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governments were hand
in glove with them. He
said the sense of security
and development
depended upon the
intention of governments.
“Previous governments
had sn understanding

£ 7887220230 with criminals and mafia
but my government
cracked down on

criminals,” he said.

The key focus this time
is to identify the right
candidates, and find ways to
counter the Rama temple
issue, a senior Congress
leader said.Karnataka
Ministers on Thursday
headed to New Delhi to
attend a  meeting
convened by the central
leadership of the
Congress to discuss
strategies  for the
upcoming LokSabha
elections in the State.
Ministers K N Rajanna, K
J George, B Z Zameer
Ahmed Khan, G
Parameshwara,
LaxmiHebbalkar, N S
Boseraju and R B
Thimmapur are among
those who flew to the
national capital in the
morning, Congress
sources said. “The
information we have is
that 29 ministers have
been summoned to Delhi
to discuss strategies,” a
senior Congress leader
told PTI.

According to him, the

key focus this time is to
identify the right candidates,
and find ways to counter the
Rama temple issue so that it
does not adversely affect the
party’s poll prospects in
Karnataka.

“The ministers will be
asked to publicise the five
guarantees (pre-poll
promises of the party) and
various other welfare
schemes of the state
government. Our key
strength in the LokSabha
election is our five
guarantees, which no other
state has implemented,” the
Congress leader claimed.

While Rama temple
may come up for discussion,
the Congress leader said the
party is not unduly worried
about it. “We are not very
much thinking about the
Ram Temple issue because
the Hindu community itself
is divided with four
Shankaracharyas reportedly
not attending the
consecration ceremony at
Ayodhya on January 22,” a
Congress source said.
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