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Amid membership drive, BJP says CM dio
nothing for slums; AAP denies claim

Delhi. BJP membership drive,
BJP, AAP denies claim, membership
drive, delhi slums, arvind kejriwal,: *
aap, political rivalry, Arvind Kejriwalg,
government, Indian express news £

The Delhi unit of the BJP carriedss
out a membership drive in 252 slumg
clusters on Sunday. Delhi BJP chieffs
Virendra Sachdeva said that many®s
joined the party because they were'®
disappointed with the Arvind Kejriwal §
government.

“Over the past 10 years, the Delhi
government under Arvind Kejriwal has
done no welfare work for the slum areas...
and is still issuing orders to demolish slum
clusters. This has left slum dwellers
disheartened, and they are now ready to
choose BJP for a transformation in their
lives,” he said.

Minister of State (MoS) in the Union
Ministry of Corporate Affairs Harsh
Malhotra conducted the membership drive
at Indira Camp, Patparganj, along with
party workers, and said that slum dwellers
also dream of having clean homes and
know that this dream will be realised only
when BJP comes to power in Delhi and
implements the Prime Minister’s Housing
Scheme.

Delhi BJP co-incharge Alka Gurjar, state
general secretaries Pawan Rana and

Rinda formed new terror network

with US-based Passia: Intel agencies

New Delhi |

ISTAfter

Vishnu Mittal, and MPs Ramvir Singh

currently operating from

Bidhuri, Yogendra Chandolia, Kamaljeet
Sehrawat, Bansuri Swaraj and Praveen
Khandelwal also participated in the drive.

BJP Minority Morcha National president
Jamal Siddiqui and Delhi chief Anees
Abbasi conducted a membership drive in
the Hazrat Nizamuddin area.

The ruling AAP, however, said that Delhi
was unwavering in its support for Arvind
Kejriwal.

“When he first became Chief Minister,
he ensured water pipelines were laid in all
the 1,800 unauthorised colonies. Before
his leadership, these colonies did not even
have access to essentials such as water.
In less than a decade, CM Arvind Kejriwal
has transformed Delhi’s infrastructure by
building roads in the unauthorized
colonies,” the party said.

motives are different —
Landa is more inclined
towards supporting pro-
Khalistani activities in India
and Rinda is more
involved in drug peddling
and arms distribution in the
country.

“In 2023, Happy Passia
formed an association
with Rinda to raise terror
modules in Punjab. He
illegally entered the US in
2021 with the help of an

questioning a number of
associates of Canada-
based Khalistani terrorist
Lakhbir Singh Sandhu
alias Landa and Pakistan-
based gangster-turned-
terrorist Harvinder Singh
Sandhu alias Rinda,
Central Intelligence
agencies have suggested
that both the terrorists
have stopped working
together and that Rinda
has started working with
one Harpreet Singh alias
Happy Passia, who is

the US. The new syndicate
is now allegedly raising
terror modules and
carrying out terror actions
in Punjab, officials said.

The information was
recently discussed by the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) during a
meeting with the police
officials of Punjab,
Rajasthan, Haryana and
Delhi.

An official said both the
terrorists were not working
together now as their

illegal human trafficking
network,” the official said.

Sharing the action
taken against the Rinda-
Passia association, an
official said around eight
terror modules have been
busted by the Punjab
police from August 2023 to
August 30. “Around 35
members of their group
have been arrested and
546 individuals linked with
the Rinda-Passia network
have been verified,” the
official said.

Bhupinder Hooda used wrestlers like Pandavas
used Draupadi: Brij Bhushan’s latest

Hooda used wrestlers
like Pandavas used
Draupadi: Brij Bhushan’s
latestBrij Bhushan Sharan

Singh

Former Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI)
chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, accused of sexual
assault by several wrestlers,
Sunday claimed that the
Hooda family of the
Congress had propped up
the protests against him by
putting the prestige of
wrestlers at stake — “just
like what the Pandavas did
with Draupadi”.

The former BJP MP’s
latest remarks in response
to Vinesh Phogat and
Bajrang Punia joining the
Congress in Haryana came

Also Read | NIA arrests
key aide of Canada-based
wanted Khalistani terrorist
Landa

Landa, a former
resident of Tarn Taran in
Punjab, is believed to be
living in Edmonton in
Alberta in Canada and is
wanted by security
agencies in a case related
to the Rocket Propelled
Grenade (RPG) attack on
the Punjab State
Intelligence Headquarters
in Mohaliin 2022.

A cash reward of Rs 15
lakh was announced by the
NIA on him. “He has also
been involved in various
criminal cases related to
raising of terror modules,
extortion, killings, planting
IEDs, smuggling of
weapons and narcotics
and wusing funds or
proceeds thereof for
terrorist acts in the Punjab
and other parts of the
country,” an official said.

even though he has been
told by the party to avoid
public comments on the
issue. The BJP feels this

could damage its prospects
in poll-bound Haryana,
sources said.

On Sunday, Singh said in

Gonda: “The wrestlers’
protests might initially have
appeared to have been led
by women. But it became
clear gradually that it was by
one family and one
akahara... it was being led
by Bhupinder Hooda.”

Read | ‘Congress
scripted drama 2 years ago’:
Brij Bhushan after Vinesh
Phogat, Bajrang Punia take
political plunge

He said: “In the gambling
that took place in the
Mahabharata, Draupadi was
put at stake. The Pandavas
lost.... The Hooda family...
put the honour of our
daughters and sisters at
stake.”

A source said BJP chief
J P Nadda had issued a
warning to Singh over his
previous comments against
Phogat and Punia.

vinesh bajrang AICC
General Secretary KC
Venugopal with wrestlers
Vinesh Phogat and Bajrang
Punia during a press
conference after joining the
Congress party at the party
headquarters, in New Delhi,
Friday (PTI)
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