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India-Canada

trade

ties

continued to be robust In 2023

While 2023 witnessed a
minor deceleration in
bilateral trade eports of India

rlﬁ._- .
Figk Camriszior 5 Tar da

according to data from the
High Commission- Trade in
goods for all of 2022 had

Farr—orrrresanat ds o

of smartphones to Canada
grew by over 200%-

While 2023 witnessed a
minor deceleration in
bilateral trade eports of India
of smartphones to Canada
grew by over 200%-

Indias High
Commissioner to Ottawa
Sanjay Kumar Verma said
there was a loss of Pabout
7% in bilateral trade till the
end of October-B That is the
period till which data is
available from the Ministry
of Commerce-

For the first ten months
of 2023 bilateral trade in
goods amounted to US$7-
65 billion with Indias eports
at US$4-70 billion and
imports at US$2-95 billion

amounted
billion-

While trade has
decreased slightly some
areas have shown
impressive growth- Eports of
smartphones manufactured
in India rose by 227%
between January and
October 2023 from US$38-
57 million for the same
period in 2022 to US$126
million- Some Canadian
eports also rose with lentils
and commodities such as
copper ores and
concentrates and non-
alloyed nickel increasing by
100%-

While the previous year
was marked by a dozen
rounds of negotiations

to US$10-50

between the two countries
towards an Early Progress
Trade Agreement (EPTA)
Ottawa paused talks in late
August- Later the reason
became apparent when
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau stated in the
House of Commons on
September 18 that there
were Pcredible allegationsf
of a potential link between
Indian agents and the killing
of pro-Khalistan figure
Hardeep Singh Nijjar in
Surrey British Columbia
three months earlier-

A senior Indian official
said that deal an interim step
towards a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement was close to
finalisation when talks were
called off indefinitely-

But Canadian businesses
continue to look towards
India as a market with
pension funds cumulatively
investing over US$75 billion
and Pincreasingly viewing
India as a favourable
destination for investmentsf

according to the High
Commission-
Over 600 Canadian

companies have a presence
in India and over a 1000 are
engaged in the Indian
market-

AP Inter Eam 2024: BIEAP etends fee payment
date for regular - private candidates

AP Inter Eam 2024
payment date etended till
January 10 2024-

Board of Intermediate
Education Andhra Pradesh
has etended the fee payment
date for AP Inter Eam 2024-
The fee payment date has
been etended for 1st and 2nd
year regular and private
students-

As per the official notice
released by the Board the due
dates for payment of
eamination fees for First and
Second Year Intermediate
regular and failed (Private
Candidates) or discontinued
students of both General and

Vocational streams to appear
for the ensuing Intermediate
Public Eaminations March

2024 has been etended till
January 10 2024-

All those candidates who
will make the payment of the
fees will have to pay late
fine of ?2500/-- There will
be no further etension of due
dates for payment of
eamination fee-

The Board eamination in
the state will be conducted
in March 2024- As per the
schedule released the first
year eamination will begin
on March 1 and will end on
March 19 2024 and second
year eamination will begin
on March 2 and will end on
March 20 2024-

The practical eamination
will be conducted from
February 11 to February 20
for General courses and from
February 5 to February 20
2024 for vocational courses
in two sessions- from 9 am
to 12 noon and 2 pm to 5
pm every day-

Fires break out at two
Ludhiana storage units

Blazes at house located in
Ludhianas Sandhu Colony
on Tibba road and a vacant
room being used as a store

in Civil Lines; no casualty
reported

The city witnessed two
separate fire incidents on
Thursday- Piles of cloth
waste were gutted in an
incident at a house located in
Sandhu Colony on Tibba
road while another incident
was reported at a vacant
room in Civil Lines area
where hosiery items were
stored- In a respite no
casualties were reported in
the incidents-

Fire department officials
said a yarn godown in
Sandhu Colony was
engulfed in flames with two
mini LPG cylinders causing
eplosions during the incident
intensifying the fire- This led
to a state of panic among
local residents- Firefighters
deployed three fire tenders to
combat the blaze-

While the eact cause of
the fire is yet to be confirmed
a short circuit in the godowns
wiring is suspected- The fire

broke out around 10:30 am
and it took approimately
three  hours for the
firefighters to successfully

etinguish the flames- The
stored goods and valuables
in the godown were reduced
to ash-

Residents in the vicinity
evacuated their homes after
hearing of the cylinders
eploding-

Providing details about
the operation firefighter
Rajan Singh said PThe fire
spread rapidly through the
godown and we had to
damage the backside wall to
gain access for
eatinguishing the flames-
Unfortunately a calf tied in
the godown lost its life
during the incident-

In another incident in
the Civil Lines area a minor
fire erupted in a factory
room resulting in the
destruction of furniture and
other goods- Firefighters
responded swiftly pressing
two fire tenders into service
to douse the flames caused
by a short circuit in the
rooms wiring-
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Ram Bhajan to be played in all UP state
buses till January 22: State govt

The transport dept will also set up help desks at toll plazas to
assist tourists traveling betweenLucknow-Ayodhya Gorakhpur-
Ayodhya and Sultanpur-Ayodhya- Amid the ongoing
preparations for the consecration ceremony of Ram Temple in
Ayodhya the Uttar Pradesh Transport Department has issued
instructions to play Ram Bhajans
fin the public address systems
filinstalled in Uttar Pradesh State
Road Transport Corporation
(UPSRTC) buses until January
22- Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi held a review meeting with
officials regarding the consecration ceremony in Ayodhya
wherein he directed the organisation of programs such as bhajans
recitation of the Ramayana and Ramcharitmanas and Sundarkand
in the temples of Ayodhya from January 14 onwards- According
to the action plan prepared by the Transport Department for
January 22 cleanliness will be ensured in all passenger vehicles
and bus stations whereas popular Ram bhajans will be played
on the public address system installed in the buses in order to
inspire travelers with the life of Lord Shri Ram- "The broadcasting
will include various artists' renditions of popular devotional songs
related to Lord Ram in addition to bhajans and hymns that are
popular among people today as well as devotional songs sung
by local singers" the press release said- As per the action plan
the training of the bus drivers will also ensure their compliance
with safe driving practices and traffic rules proper conduct
towards tourists the mandatory wearing of uniforms by drivers
abstaining from any form of intoication and chewing tobacco
ensuring cleanliness of vehicles and not charging more than the
specified fare under any circumstances-
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South Korea orders evacuation on Yeonpyeong Island
as North Korea fires over 200 artillery shells

North Korea launched
over 200 artillery rounds into
the sea near the heavily
fortified maritime border
with South Korea on Friday
leading to the evacuation

order for residents of two
South Korean islands due to
an unspecified "situation"-
The defense ministry did
not confirm whether the
evacuation was prompted by
North Korea's artillery firing
or South Korean drills-
However a tet message
sent to residents mentioned
"naval fire" by South Korean
troops starting at 3 p-m-
(0600 GMT) on Friday-
The evacuation on
Yeonpyeong Island just
south of the disputed
Northern Limit Line (NLL)
was made at the request of

the South Korean military-
The North's artillery fire
caused no damage in the
South according to South
Korea's military briefing- In
addition to Yeonpyeong

—— |

residents of Baengnyeong
Island situated further west
and close to the sea border
were also instructed to
evacuate as confirmed by a
local village official-

On Friday morning
North Korea launched over
200 coastal artillery shells as
reported by South Korea's
military- No damage was
reported in South Korea and
the shells landed north of the
Northern Limit Line (NLL)
the de facto sea boundary
between the two Koreas-

South Korea's Joint
Chiefs of Staff told AP that
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North Korea fired 200
rounds in the waters north of
their disputed western sea
boundary violating a 2018
military agreement- South
Korea called the North
Korean drills a provocation
adding that no damage was
incurred-

As reported by AFP
Seoul warned on Friday that
it would respond with
'‘appropriate’ measures to
North Korea's shelling-

A Yeonpyeong village
official told Reuters that the
evacuation order was issued
after a request from the South
Korean military-

"About 200 shots were
fired by North Korea (near)
Yeonpyeong Island" stated a
defence ministry official
during a briefing- Local
officials in Yeonpyeong
informed AFP that civilians
had been requested to
evacuate-

Yonhap reported that the
decision was taken amid
provocation from North
Korea-

Quoting an official
Yonhap stated bWe
announced the evacuation
after receiving a call from a
military unit saying it was
carrying out a maritime strike
on Yeongpyeong Island as it
has a situation with a North
Korean provocation-

SC etends stay on bail granted to
GautamNavlakha in Bhima-Koregaon case

Navlakha was arrested in
April 2020 in connection
with the 2018 violence case
in Maharashtra and is
accused of having links with

banned Naalorganisation
CPI(Maoist)

The Supreme Court on
Friday etended the stay on a
Bombay high court order
that granted bail to activist
GautamNavlakha in the
Bhima-Koregaon violence
case following a request by
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA)-

The court referred the
agencys appeal to the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) after
being told that similar bail
matters of other accused in
the same Elgar Parishad-
Maoist links case are
pending before other
benches of the top court-

The NIA had appealed
challenging the December

UP STF guns down notorious
gangster carrying 1 lakh bounty

Vinod Kumar

Upadhyaya had 35 criminal
cases against him since 1999
recently

and was most

wanted in a case of etortion
and criminal intimidation in
Gorakhpur

The Special Task Force
(STF) of Uttar Pradesh police
early on Friday morning
gunned down notorious
gangster Vinod Kumar
Upadhyaya who carried a
bounty of ?1 lakh during an
encounter in Sultanpur
district Director General of
Police (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar informed-

The STF team led by
deputy superintendent of
police Deepak Kumar Singh
cornered Upadhyaya around
3-30am in DehatKotwali
area of Sultanpur- The
gangster was killed after
suffering bullet wounds in

retaliatory firing of the
police-

Upadhyaya had 35
criminal cases against him
since 1999 and
was most
recently wanted
in a case of
etortion and
criminal
intimidation
egistered
against him in
Gorakhpur in
2023 the DGP
said- The then Gorakhpur
additional DGP Akhil
Kumar had announced the
bounty of ?1 lakh on the
gangster on September 8 last
year- STF Additional
Director General (ADG)
Amitabh Yash said the
criminal had an organised
gang that committed several
offences in Gorakhpur Basti
SantKabir Nagar and
Lucknow districts-

Upadhyaya
unsuccessfully contested
assembly elections as a
BahujanSamaj Party
candidate from a Gorakhpur
constituency in 2007- His
name was also in the list of
68 most-wanted gangsters
issued by the state police-

19 order of the Bombay HC
that granted bail to the 72-
year-old activist- The HC had
suspended its order for three
weeks so that the NIA could

-

file an appeal in the top court
which was about to lapse on
January 9-

bSince the high court by
its order of December 19 has
stayed its decision for three
weeks the same stands
etended till the CJI allocates
the matter before a benchf3
the SC bench of justices MM
Sundresh and SVN Bhatti
said on Friday-

The court did not issue
notice on the appeal after a
dispute arose between
Navlakhas lawyers led by
senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi demanding
that the matter be heard with
one set of petitions where
bail was granted to three
accused persons in the
Bhima-bKoregaon violence
case — Vernon Gonsalves
ArunFereira and
AnandTeltumbde-

Representing the NIA
additional solicitor general
(ASG) SV Raju urged the
court to list the matter with a
similar appeal filed by the
agency challenging the bail
granted to another accused
Mahesh Raut- In September
the Bombay HC had granted
bail to Raut and the same
month the NIA approached
the ape court and got the stay
on his release etended- This
matter is still pending for
consideration in the top
court-

The lawyers appearing
for both sides informed the
court that these matters are
pending before different
benches- Senior advocate
NithyaRamakrishnan
pointed out that Navlakha is
currently under house arrest
following an SC order
passed in November 2022
and even that matter was
pending with the top court-

Two days ago the bail
plea of former Delhi
university professor
HanyBabu another accused
in the Bhima-Koregaon
violence case was listed
before a bench headed by
justice Aniruddha Bose
where a notice was issued
and the matter deferred for
three weeks-
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