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Mujeeb Naveen Farooqgi's IPL 2024 participation in doubt after
ACB revokes NOC for 2 yrs delays their annual contract

Afghanistan  Cricket

Board decided to revoke the
NOCs given given to Naveen

Mujeeb and Farooqi after they
wanted to opt out of the
annual central contracts-
Mujeeb Ur Rahman
FazalhagFarooqi and Naveen
UlHaq's IPL participation
came under serious doubts
after the Afghanistan Cricket
Board decided to immediately
cancel their NOCs (No
Objection Certificate)
following the cricketers'
attempt to opt out of the
central contracts and
prioritise franchise leagues

across the globe- The ACB
also decided to delay their
annual contracts on the

recommendation of the
committee assigned the
investigate the matter-

"The Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) has decided to
delay the 2024 annual central
contracts for national players
Mujeeb  Ur Rahman
FazalHagFarooqi and
Naveen UlHagMureed-
Additionally the Board has
opted not to grant them No
Objection  Certificates
(NOCs) for the net two years
following their intention to be

released from their annual
central contracts" the ACB
said in a release-

All three
cricketers
are slated to
play the IPL
in March-
April  this
y ear -
Mujeeb an
off-spinner
was picked
up by the
Kolkata
Knight
Riders for
his  base
price of ?2
crore while
pacers
Naveen and Farooqi were
retained by their respective
franchises - Lucknow
Super Giants and Sunrisers

Hyderabad- Mujeeb is
currently with the
Melbourne Renegades

squad in the Big Bash
League in Australia- It
would be interesting to see
if he is asked to return home
as the ACB committee has
immediate suspension of all
NOCs given to the three
cricketers-

This became a heated discussion: Harbhajan's
WTC final reminder to Rohit in backing
Ashwin over Thakur for 1st SA Test

Harbhajan feels that on
Tuesday against South Africa
in the Test series opener in
Centurion the team should back
Ashwin ahead of Thakur-One

of the most common debates
for India each time they travel
to seam-friendly countries
centres around the No- 8
position- And despite what
veterans and legends may or
may not suggest the team
management has backed
Shardul Thakur for the role
ahead of the very eperienced
RavichandranAshwin- The
most recent of it happened in
the World Test Championship
final at the Oval against
Australia and the decision was
subject to immense criticism
after India's loss with world
cricket questioning the logic
behind leaving out their current
highest wicket-taker and the

'Hope he proves me wrong': Sunil Gavaskar settles debate about
South Africa Test series

Shami's replacement for

Though Sunil Gavaskar
snubbed the Indian player he
wants the star pacer to prove him
wrong in the South Africa series-

Chasing history in South Africa
Ronhit Sharma'’s Team India can
end a 31-year wait for a Test
series win over the Proteas-
After securing bragging rights in
the white-ball series India will
welcome seasoned campaigners
Rohit  ViratKohli  and
JaspritBumrah in its star-studded
laying XI for the 1st Test

against South Africa- With
batting icons Kohli and Rohit set
to lead the batting charge
legendary Indian cricketer Sunil
Gavaskar has
backed the
visitors  to
score heavily
against the
formidable
bowling attack
of the Proteas-
More than a
month after
India's
heartbreaking loss to Australia
in the World Cup final Rohitand
Kohli have returned to the
Indian camp for their first
international game since the ICC
event- With Rohit at the helm
the Rahul Dravid-coached side
will resume their ICC World
Test Championship (WTC)
campaign in the two-match

series against hosts South
Africa- Batting icons Kohli and
Rohit enjoyed a fruitful net
session together in the lead-up
to the Test series opener at
Centurion- Speaking to Star
Sports ahead of the Boing Day
Test batting icon Gavaskar said
that he is epecting 'eperienced
batters' like Kohli and Rohit to
have a run-fest series against
South Africa- According to
Gavaskar the 'likely absence’ of
KagisoRabada and Lungi Ngidi
can help India batters in posting
massive totals in the Test series-
Talking about the Indian bowling
attack Gavaskar eplained his
reason behind naming Mukesh
Kumar as Mohammed Shami's
like-for-like replacement- India’s
leading wicket-taker at the
World Cup 2024 Shami failed to
regain his fitness for the South
Africa series- His participation
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in the Test series was subject to
fitness after he picked up an
ankle injury-bl am not sure about
Prasidh Krishna- He has come
back from an injury- If he is
required to bowl 15-20 overs in
the day | am not sure if he will
be able to do that- I hope he
proves me wrong because if
anybody proves me wrong that
means India are doing well and
if Indiaare doing well I am very
happy- | believe Bumrah and
Siraj pick themselves because of
the way they have bowled over
the last year and a half with the
white ball and the red ball- So
my opening bowlers would be
themf3 Gavaskar said-

Backed by the former Indian
skipper to complement Bumrah
and Mohammed Siraj in the 1st
Test senior pacer Mukesh made
his debut against the West Indies
in July- The fast bowler has only
played a solitary Test while his
teammate Prasidh is yet to make
his red-ball debut for India-
PThen depending on what you
want you want and what kind of
a surface you are looking at my
third pick would be Mukesh
Kumar because he moves the
ball and bowls good lines and
lengths-

He has got the eperience of
bowling long spells because he
has played a lot of Ranji Trophy
cricket- If you to bowl the entire
day you have to be ready to bowl
at least 18 to 20 oversf
Gavaskar added-

No-1-ranked bowler- Former
India cricketer Harbhajan
Singh however admits that
captainRohit Sharma and head
coach Rahul Dravid made the
correct choice
back then but feels
that on Tuesday
against  South
Africa in the Test
~ series opener in
- Centurion the team
" should back
Ashwin ahead of
Thakur- Speaking
on his YouTube channel on the
eve of the start of the two-
match contest India's second
assignment in the ongoing
WTC cycle Harbhajan backed
India’s decision to pick Shardul
in the WTC final in June
against Pat Cummins's men as
the conditions at the Oval
called for an etra seam option
in the line-up- "The biggest
debate is whether Shardul
should play or Ashwin this
topic became a heated
discussion during the World
Test Championship- The
conditions there were different
because the ball seams on
Day 1 so | feel Shardul was
the right choice according to
those conditions- There was
a lot of grass on the wicket
even though he couldn't make
an impact | feel the decision
was right" said the India
legend- However Harbhajan
feels that in the Test series
opener against South Africa
on the bouncy Centurion track
and with the South African
batters adept against facing
fast bowlers India should play
two spinners with Ashwin
being the second option
alongside RavindraJadeja-
"But here | feel the conditions
will be hot the pitch will be
hard the bounce will be there
and you have three pacers so
I think India should go with two
spinners- | feel South Africa
would love to face pace so |
think you should play to your
strength- | feel Ashwin should
play but | don't see that
happening™ Harbhajan added-
The veteran off-spinner then
went on to predict India's
playing XI for the series
opener- He said: "According
to me Rohit Sharma and
YashasviJaiswal will open-
Shubman Gill would come in
at number three and the fourth
spot will be for ViratKohli-
The fifth and sith spots belong
to Shreyaslyer and KL Rahul
respectively- For number
seven RavindraJadeja but the
biggest question comes at
number 8 with Ashwin and
Shardul available- | feel
Ashwin should play at number
8 because you have
JaspritBumrah for number 9
Siraj for 10 and Prasidh
Krishna for 11-



fRodro e gamfegar  (fgwmd)

TRYYR, IfAqR 31 faq=R 2023

IsS—5

AbhishekBachchan reveals he rejected Rang De Basanti

because RakeyshMehra is the 'world's worst narrator'

AbhishekBachchan
recalled how
RakeyshOmprakashMehra
offered him Rang De

Basanti but he couldn't grasp
the film because of his
confusing narration-

AbhishekBachchan has
revealed that he was offered
Rang De Basanti but he
turned it down- In the Hindi
Actors Roundtable on
Galatta Plus the actor
recalled how he couldn't
grasp the narrative of the
Aamir Khan-starrer because
of how director
RakeyshOmprakashMehra
narrated it-

Abishek recalled how
before their respective first
films in the late 290s him and
Rakeysh developed the

3

script of a period film titled
Samjhauta Epress- They
narrated it to Amitabh
Bachchan in the hope that he

would produce it under his
banner ABCL- bThats
when | realisedRakeysh is
the world's worst narrator-
Just read his script never get
a narration from him- He will
confuse you which he did to
me during Rang De Basanti-
I didn't understand why are
theycutting from time zone
to time zone- It was called
Painted Yellow in those
days- I said
AMujhesamajhnahiaayi
mujhenahikarni (I didn't get
it I don't want to do it)- Then
he made Rang De Basanti-
Net time he came for Delhi-
6 | said “Han kar lo- (a let's
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do it) I didn't even read the
script Abhishek said at the
roundtable-

Rang De Basanti is a
2006 hit film directed by
RakeyshMehra- It starred
Aamir Khan Kunal Kapoor
Siddharth Sharman Joshi Atul
Kulkarni Soha Ali Khan
KirronKher Waheeda
Rahman AnupamKher and
Om Puri among others-
While Abhishek didn't reveal
which part he was offered
from the cast other actors
considered for the supporting
roles were Arjun Rampal and
Arjun Bajwa- HrithikRoshan
was also offered Siddharth's
part but he was busy filming
for his father
RakeshRoshan's 2006
superhero film Krrish-

Abhishek eventually
starred in Rakeysh's net
directorial Delhi-6 which also
featured Sonam Kapoor
Divya Dutta Om Puri Aditi
Rao Hydari Rishi Kapoor and
Waheeda Rahman among
others- It also had a cameo
by Amitabh Bachchan as
Abhishek's late grandfather-

One Piece Episode 1089: Eact release
date and time where to watch and more

One Piece fans prepare
for the captivating Egghead
Island arc after nail-biting
cliffhanger-

As we bid adieu to the last
episode’s nail-biting cliffhanger
One Piece fans brace for a
brief hiatus before diving
headfirst into the captivating
Egghead Island arc- The
anticipation is palpable fueled
by the promise of a fresh
adventure that manga
enthusiasts have been buzzing
about-

Set your calendars for
Sunday January 7 2024 at 9:30
a-m- Japanese Standard Time
(JST) as the saga unfolds- For
the U-S- audience Crunchyroll
will simulcast the episode on
January 6 at 7:00 p-m- Pacific
Time (PDT) 9:00 p-m- Central

Time (CT) and 10:00 p-m-
Eastern Time (EST)- UK fans
can catch it at 3:00 a-m- British
Summer Time (BST) on
January 7- English dubbed
enthusiasts will need a
S hit more patience as
& M Funimation will
premiere it at a later
date-

In the previous

™ as Blackbeard and the
Marines converged on
Amazon Lily- Boa Hancock
wielding her Devil Fruit power
turned the tide against both
parties petrifying nearly
everyone in her wake- Amidst
the chaos the iconic Silvers
Raleigh made a dramatic
return saving Hancock and her
Amazons from the clutches of
the menacing Yonko and the
Marines- However
Blackbeard's mysterious move
to kidnap Koby injected a dose
of uncertainty-

The upcoming episode
marks the commencement of
the Egghead Island arc
shrouded in anticipation- While

Sandeep Reddy Vangas brother reveals Ranbir
Kapoor was hit multiple times for this scene by
RashmikaMandanna in Animal

Sandeep Reddy Vangas
brother Pranay is a co-
producer and co-writer on the
filmmaker's new blockbuster
Animal starring Ranbir
Kapoor and
RashmikaMandanna-

Ever since Sandeep
Reddy Vangas Animal
released on December 1
the film has been
dissected by critics fans
in interviews and more-
So much so that the
conversation still hasnt
died down even 26 days
after the films release-
Sandeeps brother Pranay
whos also the producer talked
about the film in an interview
with iDream Media- He
addressed some of the
criticism theyve faced since
the films release-

Ranbir Kapoor plays
Ranvijay Singh in the film and
the antagonist Bobby Deol
plays a character called
Abrar- PWhen Sandeep told
me the villain will have three
wives and eight kids I knew
its something people would
talk about- I was right3 says
Pranay in the interview-
However he claims that there
was no ill intent behind
making the villain belong to a
particular community- PSome
complained that we didnt
show the community in a good
light- In the last three decades
we have seen numerous
villains wearing a bottu (bindi/
tilak)- Nobody complained-

Just because its a minority
now people are nitpickingl3
he adds-

The interviewer asks if
Sandeep is calculative when
he shows violence or gives

his female actors less screen
space- Pranay disagrees with
her and says Pl think
Rashmikas character
Geetanjali is as important as
RK (Ranbir Kapoor) and
Bobbys- RK hardly has four
lines in a four-page-long
KarvaChauth scene- RK

also told Rashmika that this
is her scene- He even told her
she can hit him multiple times
to get her scene right- In
fact the producer reveals that
Ranbir was hit at least 20-25
times before they got
the shot right- PRK is
not insecure- He wanted
the scene to work well
emotionallyR he adds-
Animal stars Ranbir
Rashmika Bobby and
Anil Kapoor in the lead
roles- The film also sees
TriptiiDimri in a key role
and her performance was
widely praised- The film tells
the story of a man looking for
validation from his emotionally
distant father- It details how
he spins out of control when
a murder attempt is made on
the father-

Vishal spotted with mystery woman in New
York fans call it a*great promotional strategy

A video of actor Vishal is doing rounds on social media- Fans
thinks the video has been made to promote his net film- Actor Vishals
personal life is something fans are often curious about- But when a
video of him with a mystery woman surfaced on X they were skeptical
that the video was for the promotion of his upcoming film- Vishal
whos usually quick to provide clarification is yet to comment on the
video- Industry tracker Ramesh Bala shared a video on his X account
writing Pls that Actor @VishalKOfficial walking with someone in NYC-
R In the video Vishal can be seen dressed in a maroon hoodie and
jeans while his companion wears similar clothing- The duo can be
seen pointing at Christmas lights and talking among themselves- Soon
the person taking the video asks his friend PBro is that Vishal\ and
his friend replies in affirmative- The person recording the video calls
out his name adding Pls that a new girl with him\R Vishal however
turns when called looks panicked and runs away with the woman after
putting his hoodie up-
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