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Social Service Comes from Inner Strength, Not Power: Advocate Pooja Gupta

Gorakhpur | In a special
interaction program,
renowned social worker and
advocate Pooja Gupta shared
her views on social service,
women’s safety, men’s
harassment, government
schemes, and journalism.
During the discussion, she
emphasized that true social
service does not depend on
position, power, or authority,
but on self-belief and inner
strength.

To truly serve society,
confidence and inner
strength are the greatest
tools,” she said.

Journey from Kolkata to
Gorakhpur

Advocate Pooja Gupta
informed that her early
education was completed in
Kolkata, West Bengal. She
holds postgraduate degrees
in Hindi and English
Literature, along with a
Master’s degree in Mass
Communication and
Journalism. After marriage,
she shifted to Gorakhpur,
where she has been
practicing as an advocate in

the Civil Court for the past
eight years.
Alongside

her legal

profession, she continued her
passion for social service.
Through the Shakti Setu
Welfare Foundation, she has
been actively working for the
welfare of women and
children.
Are
Victims?
Sharing her courtroom
experience, Pooja Gupta
stated that in today’s times,
not only women but also
many men face mental and
social harassment. Stressing
the need for a National Men’s

Only  Women

Commission, she remarked:
Men and women are like
two wheels of a cart; one

cannot move forward
without the other.”

She clarified that this does
not apply to all women, but
in some cases, misuse of
laws is also evident.

Government’s Focus on
Women’s Safety

Speaking on women’s
safety, she highlighted
several initiatives of the Uttar
Pradesh Government,
including the Ujjwala Yojana,
Sumangala Yojana, Mass
Marriage Scheme, Matru
Vandana Yojana, Beti

Bachao—Beti Padhao, and the
Mission Shakti campaign,
calling them significant steps
toward women
empowerment.

She noted that women are
now able to return home
safely even after late-night
work hours, which reflects
the coordinated efforts of the

government, police, and
administration.
Safety of Working

Women and Night Shifts

Advocate Gupta
explained that companies
have been mandated to
ensure safe drop facilities for
women working night shifts.
She also mentioned that
helpline numbers 1091 and
1098 remain active 24x7 for
women’s assistance.*““Safety
of Women Journalists

On being asked about the
safety of women journalists
in Gorakhpur, she said:

I have personally seen
that women journalists are
given full respect and space
during press conferences and
crowded events.”

She described this as a

positive sign of growing civic
sense in society.

Health Awareness Is
Equally Important

She emphasized that
along with safety, health
awareness among women is
equally crucial. Her
organization regularly works
on menstrual hygiene
awareness, health camps,
and awareness programs for
women inmates.

Bigger Opportunities
from Smaller Cities

Pooja Gupta observed that
cities like Gorakhpur are
progressing rapidly. Many youths
who go outside for education and
experience are now returning,
strengthening local journalism and
social awareness.

Message to Society

Concluding the program,
Advocate Pooja Gupta
appealed to all sections of
society:

Dissent is essential in a
democracy, but it must be
constructive. Society,
government, and citizens must
work together for real
development.”

Yellow House Emerges Champion at Neena Thapa Inter College English Medium Sports Carnival 2023

Gorakhpur | The annual sports
festival “Sports Carnival 2025”
of Neena Thapa Inter College
English Medium, Gorakhpur
concluded successfully with an
exciting cricket final match. The
two-day sports event witnessed
enthusiastic participation from
students and showcased the spirit
of sportsmanship and teamwork.

On the second day of the
carnival, competitions in
Kabaddi, Kho-Kho, Tug of War,
Badminton, and Cricket were
held. In Kabaddi, Yellow House
dominated by winning both
junior and senior categories. In
Kho-Kho, Blue House defeated
Red House in a closely contested

match to lift the trophy.

In Tug of War, Yellow House
won the junior boys’
category, while Green
House claimed victory in
the senior boys’ category. In &
the girls’ category, Green &
House won the junior level,
and Blue House emerged .
victorious in the senior
level.“Badminton matches
were also played on the
final day. Yellow House
defeated Green House to
win the trophy in both junior and
senior boys’ categories. In the
girls’ category, Green House
defeated Yellow House, while Red
House secured victory against

Yellow House in another
match.“The highlight of the day

% ¥

was the cricket final played
between Blue House and Yellow
House. The thrilling match was
decided on the last ball, where a
no-ball bowled by Yellow House

handed victory to Blue House.
For the overall championship,
points from the previous
¥ year’s academic toppers
k. were also added. This gave
' Red House a significant
advantage of 100 points,
helping them secure the
third position. Green House
finished second, while
Yellow House, with an
impressive 1070 points,
emerged as the Overall
" Champion of Sports
Carnival 2025.“The victory of
Yellow House was credited to the
continuous motivation and
guidance of house teachers
Umesh Maurya, Pushpa Singh,

ABVP Raises Strong Protest Against Exploitation of Students,
Demands Action on Illegal Coaching Institutes

Gorakhpur | The Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP), Gorakhpur Metropolitan
unit, on Friday staged _
a strong protest by ” ;
gheraoing the Higher
Education Officer |
against the rampant
operation of illegal §
coaching institutes
and the  open} '
commercialization of §°|
education in the
district. ABVP
submitted a 13-point
memorandum and
issued a clear warning that if strict
and decisive action is not taken
at the earliest, the organization
will be compelled to launch an
aggressive movement, for which
the administration will be fully
responsible.

ABVP leaders stated that
numerous coaching institutes—
ranging from small to large—are
operating in Gorakhpur under the
guise of preparing students for
competitive examinations,

turning education into a means
of exploitation. These institutes
are allegedly crushing students’

dreams and futures by charging
exorbitant fees while failing to
provide quality education, basic
facilities, or adherence to
prescribed standards.“Several
areas, including Hari Om Nagar
Tiraha and Gandhi Gali,
reportedly have coaching centers
and libraries operating in blatant
violation of academic, safety, and
administrative norms. Institutes
preparing students for exams such
as NEET, JEE, and SSC are

accused of collecting excessive
fees without ensuring proper
infrastructure or qualified faculty.
ABVP also
highlighted the case of
Momentum Coaching
»& Institute near Chhatra
¥ Sangh Chauraha, which
claims to be the best
institute in Purvanchal
and allegedly forces
students to  pay
additional charges for
uniforms, notebooks,
bags, registrations, test
series, and other
items—an example of blatant
commercialization of education
and exploitation of students.“In
areas near the Engineering
College, a large number of
libraries are being operated, some
allegedly by individuals already
employed in universities and
colleges. In colonies of the Jungle
Sikri area, several coaching
institutes are reportedly being run
directly from residential houses,
raising serious concerns about

[
1

academic standards and student
safety.

ABVP Gorakhpur
Metropolitan Minister Abhishek
Maurya stated that the
organization is taking strict steps
against irregularities and the
commercialization of education.
ABVP has demanded mandatory
registration of all coaching
institutes, transparent fee and
refund policies, appointment of
qualified teachers, compliance
with building and fire safety
norms, and a complete ban on
misleading advertisements. He
warned that failure to take prompt
and effective action would force
ABVP to launch a decisive and
large-scale movement.“The
protest was attended by National
Executive Member Sampada
Dwivedi, Provincial Co-Minister
Nikhil Gupta, along with
Shubham Govind Rao, Dipanshu
Tripathi, Harshit Malviya, Nikhil
Rai, Prashant Tripathi, Alok,
Aryan, Ayushman, and a large
number of students.

Jyoti Singh, Aarti Singh, and
Aditya Chaudhary, who stood by
the students throughout the
event.

The prize distribution
ceremony was graced by School
Manager Mrs. Seema Srivastava,
Principal Mrs. Beena Singh (Neena
Thapa Kanya Higher Secondary
School, Chal Balwa), Principal Dr.
K.K. Srivastava, Vice Principal
Dhananjay Kumar, and Managing
Committee Members Ramayan Ji,
Swaminath Singh, and Surendra
Srivastava.“Also present on the
occasion were English Medium
Head Ashutosh Kumar Srivastava,
R.K. Ojha, Akhilesh Singh, R.P.N.
Singh, B.K. Singh, Pramod Singh,
along with all Hindi and English
medium teachers, principals and
staff of Neena Thapa Suhas ITI, and
members of Hawk Sports and Neena
Thapa Cricket Academy.“The
event concluded in a grand and
disciplined manner, leaving behind
memorable moments for students
and staff alike.
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