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Global South must work towards self&reliance
by diversifying production: Jaishankar

Jaishankar said there
continues to be resistance to
a greater role for the Global
South in finding solutions for
contemporary challenges
despite

wide&ranging

changes to the world order
The Global South should
work towards self&reliance
by diversifying production]
building reliable supply
chains and promoting local
solutions to overcome the
Pperils of dependence---on
far away geographiesB]
eUternal affairs minister S
Jaishankar said on Friday in
a thinly veiled swipe at
China- Addressing a session
for foreign ministers at the
virtual Voice of Global
South Summit] Jaishankar
said there continues to be
resistance to a greater role for
the Global South in finding
solutions for contemporary
challenges despite
wide&ranging changes to
the world order- Though
Jaishankar didn*t name any
countries in his remarks] he
was apparently referring to
China when he brought up
issues such as ensuring the
reliability of supply chains
and the transparency of
development projects-
During  India*s G20
presidency] the country
sought to project itself as the
voice of developing
countries] many of which
had earlier been wooed by
China through its Belt and
Road Initiative- The Global
South] Jaishankar said]
needs to work towards
self&reliance to Pmitigate

vis&a&vis economic
concentrationsf3] since the
Covid&19 era was a bstark
reminder of the perils of
dependence for basic
necessities on far away

geographies3- PWe need to
not only democratise and
diversify production but
build resilient and reliable
supply chains and promote
local solutions- Only then
can the Global South secure
its future]B he said-
Jaishankar  emphasised
India*s commitment to the
Global South by pointing to
an eUtensive range of
development projects taken
up by New Delhi in 78
countries-PThese projects
are demand driven] outcome
oriented] transparent and
sustainable- I assure you that
this will only eUpand in its
scale and scope in the times
ahead]B he added- ndia will
also have the Global South
at the centre of international
partnerships as it embraces
digital delivery] promotes
green growth and ensures
affordable health access- He
also highlighted the growing
stress on the global
economy] saying that long&
standing structural inequities
were aggravated by the
pandemic and that the
situation had been worsened
by the fuel] food and
fertiliser crises arising from

the Ukraine conflict-
PResource challenges]
financial constraints]

disrupted trade and climate
events have added to our
burdens- As a result] growth
prospects are as daunting as

the SDG landscape is grim]
he said- Jaishankar noted
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had said that India*s
priorities for its G20
presidency would be shaped
in consultation with not
just G20 partners but also
the Global South] Pwhose
voice often goes
unheard3- He said] PIndia
has since walked the talk]
by hosting the first Voice
of Global South Summit in
anuary--- to elicit and
deliberate on the key
concerns and priorities of
the Global South- This] in
turn ] informed  our
approach to the G20
discussions throughout
the year-B He emphasised
several key outcomes of the
G20 Summit] including
efforts to accelerate progress
on the SDGs through an
action plan] a green
development pact for a
sustainable future] voluntary
principles on green
hydrogen] the Deccan
principles on food security
and nutrition] and the stress
on digital public
infrastructure 4DPIY2-
PPerhaps] the most satisfying
outcome of our G20
presidency was the inclusion
of the African Union as a
permanent member- By
doing so] we have given
voice to 1-4 billion people
of Africa] Jaishankar said-

Amid Rashmika Mandanna row] PM Modi speaks
up on deepfake Misuse of Al problematic

PM Modis statement
comes days after a “deepfake
video of Rashmika
Mandanna went viral on
social media- Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
flagged the misuse of

artificial intelligence for
creating deepfakes] and said
the media must educate
people about this crisis in
making- Deepfake videos
are synthetic media in which
a person in an eUisting image
or video is replaced with
someone elses likeness-
Modis statement comes days
after a "deepfake video of
actress Rashmika Mandanna]
that was suspected to be made
with the help of artificial
intelligence] went viral on
social media- The original
video was stated to be of a
British&Indian influencer]
whose face had been edited
with  Mandannas face-
Addressing journalists at
Bharatiya Janatas Diwali
Milan programme at the
partys headquarters in New
Delhi] Modi also referred to
his resolve to make India

Viksit Bharat Y“developed
Indial2] saying these are not
merely words but a ground
reality- He also said that
vocal for local has found
peoples support- Modi
further said that Indias

achievements during the
Covid&19 pandemic created
confidence among the
people that the country is not
going to stop now- He also
said that Chhath Puja has
become a rashtriya parva
Vanational festival’z and it is a
matter of great happiness- The
video of Mandanna had led to
widespread calls for regulation
of the technology- Rajeev
Chandrasekhar] Union
minister for electronics and
technology] had said on the
social media platform X that
deep fakes are the latest and a
Pmore dangerous and
damaging form of
misinformationf} that need to
be dealt with by social media
platforms- He also cited the
legal obligations of social
media platforms and IT rules
pertaining to  digital
deception-

Comprehensive steps taken to curb
stubble burning in Uttar Pradesh

Measures include
distributing biodecomposers
to farmers for free] providing
them agricultural equipment
for effective crop residue
management among others
The Uttar Pradesh
government has undertaken
comprehensive measures to
curb incidents of winter
stubble burning] a
government spokesman said
here on Tuesday- The

our vulnerabilities
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spokesman further said the
measures included
distributing biodecomposers
to farmers for free] providing
them agricultural equipment
for effective crop residue
management and launching a
largescale awareness
campaign against the practice

in the state- PA recent
presentation by the
agriculture department
regarding stubble

management before the chief
secretary highlighted that a

50% subsidy is being
provided on single
agricultural  equipment-
Besides] 44]363 single

agricultural equipment have
been distributed to farmers so
far]B he said- The government
has approved a total of 4]439
single agricultural equipment
in the year 202324-
Additionally] a total of 7]621
forms have been distributed
among the farmers producer
organisation “FPOY2
cooperative societies and
gram panchayats out of
which approval has been

granted for 296 forms in
202324- Last year]
13]22]250 biodecomposers
were distributed] while the
target for 202324 is to
distribute 17 lakh
biodecomposers- As of now]
11661600 biodecomposers
are in the process of being

supplied to farmers in
202324-  PFurthermore]
effective coordination

among officials in various
departments at the district
level] such as sugarcane]
basic education] revenue]
rural development]
panchayati raj] local bodies]
police and transportation

will be ensured]B the
spokesman said-
PDissemination of

information about stubble
utilisation will be facilitated
by promoting units based on
crop residue in the
neighbouring districts- Task
forces are being formed at the
village] nyaya panchayat]
development block] tehsil]
and district levels in this
regard]} he added-
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Despair still shrouds Saharas duped investors decades later

The death of Sahara
group founder Subrata Roy
has left many investors in
Uttar Pradesh despondent] as
they fear they will never get

their money back- For most
of his life] Intezar Ali was a
gregarious and popular man-
Born in the
Bastineighbourhood of
Gorakhpur] Ali was 25years
old when he was appointed
a regional officer by the
Sahara group] among the first
handful of people hired by
the then fledgling company-
In the eastern Uttar Pradesh
town at the time] Sahara
group founder Subrata Roys
eUploits were legendary]
having gone from selling
snacks on his Lambretta
scooter to jousting with the
choicest Bollywood

celebrities] corporate titans
and cricketers- As the
stature of Sahara Pshrif} Roy
boomed] so did Alis
standing among his peers-

He would go from house to

house] convincing people

to invest in the Sahara
schemes by way of

investments of as low
as 720 and  assuring
impossibly

handsome returns later-
PI had 8 to 10 teams and as
many promoters under me
and each team had 10
collection agents]B he said]
now 65 years old- By the
late 2000s] however] the
tide was turning- Sahara was
caught in a vorteU of ponzi
scheme allegations and the
market regulators were
closing in- Roy] the founder
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and chairman of Sahara] was
arrested in March 2014 for
failing to attend a contempt
of court hearing- He got bail
in 2016 but by then] the
business had been wrecked]
and his reputation was shot-
And when Roy died late on
Tuesday after a period of
illness] Ali was left
despondent- PI dont attend
any events] even family
weddings] and avoid public
functions for fear of being
besieged by investors
wanting their money back]
said Ali- He has moved out
of his old neighbourhood]
and lives alone because the
social stigma prompted his
family to shun him- PMany
are now aware of a
government sponsored
refund plan but we still get
around 30 calls on an
average- Even in my dreams
I keep hearing] ~bhai humara
paisa dilao Yplease get our
money back’2]B he added-

Such stories abound across
the length of Indias most
populous state where tens of
thousands of people were
taken in by the glamour of a
local man who rubbed
shoulders with the global
elite] owned a fleet of
eUpensive cars and
properties such as New
Yorks Plaza Hotel and
Londons iconic Grosvenor
House] sponsored the
Indian cricket team] and
owned Formula One racing
team and an airline- Roy was
among Indias bestknown
industry captains and his
influence among the
political class was
substantial- But trouble was
already brewing- In 2011]
the Securities and EUchange
Board of India ordered two
Sahara Group firms Sahara

India Real Estate
Corporation Ltd V4SIRELY2
and  Sahara  Housing

Investment Corporation Ltd

USHICLY2 to refund the
money raised from nearly 30
million investors through
certain bonds known as
Optionally Fully Convertible
Bonds “OFCDsY2- The
regulator ruled that the funds
were raised in violation of its
rules and regulations- The
neUt year] the Supreme
Court upheld Sebis
directions- Sahara was
eventually asked to deposit
an estimated ?24]000 crore
with Sebi for further refund
to investors- Yet]
bureaucratic hurdles and lack
of proper records meant that
the refund process proceeded
slowly- Undistributed funds
totalling nearly ?25]000 crore
are lying with Sebi- For many
people] therefore] Roys death
signified an additional hurdle-
Syed Shahab is one of them-
The 59yearold was among the
promoters of Roys Sahara
Housing scheme in
Gorakhpur-

What are the chances of Virat Kohli beating
Sachin Tendulkars 100 century record

Virat Kohli scored his 50th
ODI century] which takes his
100 count to 80 in
international cricket] but
already 35] are 20 more tons
a bridge too far to cross\ It

registered his first Twenty20
International century] against
Afghanistan in the Asia Cup]
and the proverbial floodgates
have opened again- In the 14
months since his unbeaten

took Sachin Tendulkar 4 years
and 664 international matches
across the three formats to sign
off with 100international
centuries- Virat Kohli has 80
tons in 15 years and 517
appearances- Of all the active
cricketers] Kohli is the only
one with a shout at overhauling
hisheros eUtraordinary
accomplishment] but does that
mean it is a cinch\ That its only
a matter of time before Kohli
moves past the man who
redefined the art of
batsmanship\ Life is not a
blackandwhite] linear
proposition] sport even less so-
A little under 15 months back]
even Kohli must have been
wondering where his neUt
international hundred would
come  from- Between
November 2019 and the
beginning of September
2022] he tilted at the windmills
numerous times]| but went
without a threefigure knock
for 1]020 days- Then] he

122 in

Dubai against
Afghanistan] Kohli has
smacked nine further tons]
two in Tests and as many as
seven in 50over cricket]
including three in this World
Cup alone- If this isnt a second
wind] then nothing is- Again]
this is no guarantee that the
hundreds will keep coming]
that he will keep closing in
ineUorably on Tendulkar- Of
the various things that go into
this process] the most
influential from a Kohli
perspective is drive and
ambition] intensity and
hunger- For long now] Kohli
has shown scant regard for
records and milestones- He
isnt obsessed with numbers
and statistics as much as with
doing his bit for the team]
contributing to the sides
success- He wont chase
history with the same
singlemindedness as] say]
Kapil Dev did nearly three
decades back when he set off

in pursuit of Richard Hadlees
record 431 Test wickets Yat
the timeY2- For Kohli] records
are a byproduct of his pursuit
of eUcellence; statistical
milestones will not be his
motivation- Kohli is 35] he
has been playing for the
country for more than a
decade and a half- Closer to
the end of his career than its
beginning] its inevitable that
he will have to prioritise- He
has a young family] and while
cricket holds him in its clinch]
it doesnt consume him-
Cricket isnt his beall and
endall] but you wouldnt guess
that] given his intensity and
will to win when he is out in
the middle] either with bat in
hand or haring around
energetically in the field]
whipping up a storm while
playing the conductor to the
orchestra that is the huge
crowds at Indian grounds-
[t#39;s probable that Kohli
has played his last T20I — he
hasnt represented the country
in that format since the World
Cup in Australia 12 months
back — and that he might
gradually phase himself out of
50over cricket- By the time of
the neUt 50over World Cup in
2027] Kohli will be closing in
on 39; its not unlikely that those
entrusted with taking Indian
cricket forward will soon start
looking at the future- Whether
Kohli figures in that future] so
far down the line] is open to
question- He is without a doubt
the fittest cricketer on the planet
today] but whether that will
translate to being able to
compete with younger men on
an equal footing four years
hence is anyones guess-
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