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maha kumbh water fit for bathing,says
new cpcb report,cites variability in data

NEW DELHI: The
Central Pollution Control
Board in its new report has

said that water quality in the
recently concluded Maha
Kumbh was "fit for bathing".
This comes after the board
had termed water in
Prayagraj at several locations
during Kumbh unfit for
bathing due to high faecal
bacteria levels. In the new
report dated February 28, the
pollution control board said
that a statistical analysis was
required due to

inconsistencies in the data, as
water samples taken from the
same locations on different
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datesae”’and from different
spots on the same
dayae’varied significantly.
As aresult, the findings did
not accurately represent the
overall water quality across
the entire river stretch.
"There is a significant
variability in the values on
various parameters, viz pH,
dissolved oxygen (DO),
biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD) and fecal coliform

count (FC) for the samples
taken from the same location
on different dates. The
values of the afore-
mentioned parameters also
vary at different locations for
the samples collected on the
same day," the report said.
How 'variability in data'
affected the water quality
report? The report clarified
that an expert committee
analyzed the issue of data
variability and concluded
that the findings represent
only a snapshot of water
quality at a specific location
and time. It highlighted that
water quality can fluctuate
significantly due to various
factors, including human
activities upstream, flow rate,
sampling depth, time of
collection, river currents,
mixing of currents, and the
exact sampling location,
among other influences. "As
a result, these values reflect
water quality parameters at

Ensure TN doesnT lose seat

DMK gears up for parliament session, seeks allies to oppose delimitation

NEW DELHI: DMK
MPs on Sunday passed a

A
resolution to take up
delimitation and "Hindi-

imposition" issue in the
House in the upcoming
session of parliament
scheduled to resume on
Monday. After a meeting
held under Tamil Nadu chief
minister and party president
MK Stalin, the
parliamentarians said that the
population based excercise
will affect not just the
southern states but also
others including Odisha and
West Bengal. In the
resolution the party vowed to
take efforts to garner support
from political parties from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Telangana, Odisha,
West Bengal and Punjab-- all
states that stand to lose LS
seats post-delimitation and
make them a part of the
struggle against the Centre in
this issue. "This meeting
resolves to support CM
Stalin in all his efforts in this

|,

issue and take it up in the
Parliament and ensure Tamil
Nadu does not lose a
single Lok Sabha
seat," the resolution
read. This comes amid
the ongoing rift
between Tamil Nadu
chief minister and
= Centre over
delimitation and New
Education Policy. Stalin
expressed concern about the
potential reduction in
Parliamentary seats,
attributing it to the state's
successful implementation of
family planning initiatives.
Stalin had also suggested
newly married couples to start
families quickly to ensure

adequate political
representation post-
delimitation. He

acknowledged the state's
successful family planning
initiatives but expressed worry
about  their  current
implications. He also advised
the couples to proper Tamil
names for their future children.
Delimitation, a constitutional
process in India, involves
redrawing parliamentary and
assembly constituencies to
ensure equal population
representation across electoral
districts. This process
determines how many

representatives each state
gets in Parliament based on
population size. The process
is guided by specific
constitutional provisions
under Articles 82 and 170 of
the Indian Constitution.
Article 82 mandates that
Parliament must enact a
Delimitation Act after each
national census to redefine
Lok Sabha constituency
boundaries and numbers.
Article 170 establishes
guidelines for State legislative
assembly delimitation,
determining seat allocation
based on population data.

the exact time and place from
where these water samples
were collected, and may not
fully represent the overall
characteristics of the river,
therefore, not necessarily
reflecting the overall river
water quality throughout the
river stretch," it said. What did
the previous report say? The
previous report, submitted on
February 17, said that water
quality at several locations in
Prayagraj during Kumbh did
not meet primary bathing
standards due to high faecal
coliform levels. "A large
number of people bathe in the
river at Prayagraj during the
Maha Kumbh Mela,
including on auspicious
bathing days, which
eventually leads to an
increase in faecal
concentration," the report
had said, adding "The river
water quality was not
conforming to the primary
water quality for bathing

with respect to faecal
coliform at all the monitored
locations on various
occasions.”" "Questions are
being raised about the
quality of the water (at
Triveni). All the pipes and
the drains in and around
Sangam have been taped
and the water is being
released only after
purification. The UP
Pollution Control Board is
continuously monitoring the
water to maintain its quality,"
he had said. "The reasons
for increased faecal coliform
can be several, such as
sewage leakage and animal
waste, but the amount of
faecal coliform in Prayagra]
is, as per the standards, less
than 2,500 MPN per 100 ml.
This means that the false
campaign is only to defame
the Maha Kumbh. The NGT
has also said that the faecal
waste was less than 2000
MPN per 100 ml," he added
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pm modi checks on vip dhankar at

aiims, wishes him speedy recovery

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar on Sunday after he was

- l.-r;‘ﬁh -

-admitted to
AITIMS
following
complaints of
uneasiness
and chest
pain. Earlier,
Union Health
Minister and
BIJP chief JP

Nadda also visited AIIMS to check on Vice President
Dhankhar's condition. Dhankhar was taken to the hospital
around 2am and admitted to the Critical Care Unit (CCU)

under the supervision of Dr. Rajiv Narang, Head of
Cardiology at AIIMS. The Vice President is stable and under
observation, with a team of doctors closely monitoring his
condition, news agency PTI reported, citing sources.

International Women's Day Special
(Lipstick Gun for Safety of Women)

g On the occasion of
ﬁ international women's

~  Gorakhpur students

police and famlly ITM GIDA director Dr. N.K Singh
praised this innovation and said that today women are
progressing in every field and this lipstick gun can prove
to be an important step in the field of women's safety.
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day ITM GIDA
-have developed a
unique lipstick gun for
safety of women. This
special device can
recognize the voice of a
women in case of a
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emergency and can p
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and location to the -
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