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Gyanvapi compleU: ASI survey begins]
mosque committee won*t take part “as SC
to hear challenge to HC order today*

The court&ordered
scientific survey of the
Gyanvapi mosque compleU
in Varanasi began Friday
morning amid tight
security arrangements] but
saw no participation from

the AnjumanlIntezamia
Masjid committee] which is
the caretaker of the
mosque-

The mosque committee
said it was not going to take
part in the survey
undertaken by the
Archaeological Survey of
India “ASIY2 as their
appeal against Thursday*s
Allahabad High Court
order is likely to be heard
by the Supreme Court on
Friday-

Heavy police force was
deployed around the Kashi

Vishwanath temple and
Gyanvapi mosque since
morning with the ASI team
reaching the mosque
around 7 am- An official
said more than 40 ASI

officials were conducting
the survey-

Clearing the decks for
the ASI survey of the

Gyanvapi mosque
compleﬁ] the Allahabad
High Court on Thursday
dismissed a challenge by the
Anjumanlntezamia Masjid
Committee-

The bench of Chief
Justice PritinkerDiwaker
restored the July 21 order
of the Varanasi district
court which also instructed
the ASI to Pfind outB
whether the Ppresent

structuref was
Pconstructed over a
pre&eUisting structure of
a Hindu templeB-
Speaking to The Indian
EUpress on Friday
morning] S M Yasin] Joint
Secretary ]
AnjumanIntezamia Masjid
Committee] said] PWe had
written to the district
administration on

. Thursday informing them

that our appeal is supposed
to be heard by the Supreme
Court on Friday and we
had requested them to halt
the survey till the matter is
heard by the top court- But
the administration has still
gone ahead with the
survey- We are hopeful of
relief from the top court-f

An official in the district
administration said] PThe
survey team reached the
spot around 7 am amid
heavy police force
deployment in the area-
There was some delay as
the mosque committee had
not handed over the keys to
the mosque- It was cleared
by 9 am and subsequently
the survey started-

Govt launches *Study in India* portal
to attract foreign students

The government on
Thursday launched the

Study In India %SIIY2
portal to offer a one&stop
solution for student
registrations and visa
applications] in line with
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi*s vision of
establishing India as a
global education
hub- Union
JEducation
Minister]
Dharmendra
Pradhan] and
EUternal
Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar
jointly launched the portal
in Delhi on Thursday] in the
presence of ambassadors of
over 10 countries-

While addressing the
gathering] Jaishankar said

that the portal would help
the country establish a
strong international
footprint in the education
sphere- PThe integrated
approach of the portal
enables user&friendly
application processes for
international students from
registration to visa
approval- This simplifies
their entire journey]
facilitating the choice of
desired courses and
receiving offers from
relevant institutions]B he
said-

Nuh sees small fires at 2 mosques]
situation taut but *under control*
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On Thursday] amid
heavy police deployment]
Nuh wore a deserted look —

district*s Tarau area
reported on Wednesday-
On Thursday] amid

its shops closed and people

remaining indoors-
Although curfew was lifted
from 9 am to 1 pm and
internet was restored for a
few hours in the afternoon]
a sense of normalcy had not
returned-

While no fresh incidents
of violence was reported
from Haryana*s Nuh town
on Thursday and the
authorities claimed the
situation is returning to
normal three days after
communal clashes in the
region] police are probing
two cases of fire incidents at
different mosques in the

heavy police deployment]
Nuh wore a deserted look
— its shops closed and
people remaining indoors-
Although curfew was lifted
from 9 am to 1 pm and
internet was restored for a
few hours in the afternoon]
a sense of normalcy had
not returned-

Police suspect both
blazes were likely caused
by electrical short&circuit-
PWe are checking the
cause of fire- Police have
been deployed in both
mosques]B Superintendent
of Police Varun Singla
said-

Seema Haider entry: SSB
suspends head constable
who checked bus

The Sashastra Seema
Bal %4SSBY%:] which is
investigating how Pakistan
resident Seema Haider
entered India along with her
four children] has

suspended a head constable

.

who had checked their bus
at the India&Nepal border-

Haider] 27] got in touch
with Uttar Pradesh resident
Sachin Meena through a
popular online game in
2020 before making the
journey to India this year-
Arrested by the
GautamBudh Nagar Police
on July 4] she was granted
bail by a local court that
ruled she entered India to
settle with her partner and
not out of any wrong
intention- Central agencies
told the SSB to ascertain
how she travelled through

Nepal to reach Noida from
Karachi-

An SSB order] issued
on August 2] blames a head
constable at the
Khunwacheckpost- PHead
Constable Chandra Kamal
Kalita] 43
Battalion SSB]
Uttar Pradesh*s
Siddharth Nagar]
\lhas deposed of

‘Mhaving checked 35
“'passengers in the
bus- He revealed
that the passenger
seat no 28] is found blank/
vacant] the gender and age
of seat no] 37] 38] 39 have
mentioned as 14] 13 and 8
years] without mentioning
their names] which reveals
another lie and the
subterfuge in claiming
checking of all the 35
passengers as per protocol-
Hence] he has failed to
de&bus the passengers...
and failed in his prime duty
of safeguarding the
security of borders and
preventing unauthorised
entry into the territory of
India]f3 the order states-
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Lok Sabha clears Bill that clips Delhi
Govt wings] Amit Shah says
Opposition worry is alliance politics

The AAP government in
Delhi has challenged the
constitutional validity of the
ordinance in the Supreme
Court] which has referred
the plea to a Constitution
Bench-

AMID PROTESTS and

a walkout by some
Opposition parties] the Lok
Sabha passed the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
LiAmendment?2 Bill] 2023]
by a voice vote on
Thursday- The Bill replaces
the ordinance on control of
services in the national

capital-

Replying to a debate on
the Bill] Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
launched a scathing attack
on the Opposition] saying
it was not worried about
democracy or the people]

but only about saving its
newly formed alliance- He
also asserted that despite
any Opposition alliance]
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would return with
Pcomplete majority3 after
the 2024 elections-

As the Bill was being
passed] the AAP*s lone
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Lok Sabha member] Sushil
Singh Rinku] went to the
well of the House] tore some
papers and threw them in
the direction of Speaker Om
Birla- He was later
suspended for the rest of the
session-

The Opposition parties]
which have been protesting
to press their demand for a

statement by Modi on
Manipur] were
participating in House

proceedings for the first
time since the start of the
session-

Accusing the Opposition
of double standards] Shah
said: PSince this session has
begun] the House has
passed nine Bills- They were
all important Bills- But at
that time] the Opposition
kept saying they wanted the
PM to speak or else the
House would not function-
What happened today\B

Replying to the nearly
four&hour&long debate]
he said: PYou are worried
about democracy\ But if
that is so] every Bill is
important- If you are
worried about the country]
there was a Bill on farmers-
They are neither worried
about democracy] nor the
country- They are only
worried about their
alliance- India must watch
and see your duplicity- For
you] the worry is that even
a small party must not leave
your alliance- But] after this
Bill is passed] your alliance
is not going to sustain
anyway- YDelhi Chief
Minister Arvind’2 Kejriwal
will say bye&bye to you-8

Odisha: Special task force to
protect Similipal Tiger Reserve

To protect the Similipal
Tiger Reserve 4STRY2 and
its wildlife in view of the
killing of two forest
frontline workers by
alleged poachers] the

QOdisha government has set

the task force now can
deploy forest and police
personnel for regular
patrolling and train the
forest personnel with

up a joint task force
14 JTFY2 comprising around
200 armed police and
forest personnel-

To be headed by the
field director of STR] the
task force will include
senior forest and police
officers- One company of
armed constabulary %4100
personnel’z and 90 forest
field staff including the
guards of the Special Tiger
Protection Force “4STPFY;]
a specialised wing for tiger
conservation will work
under the JTF] said an
official notification issued
by the Odisha Forest

department-

The task force has been
assigned the key
responsibilities of
collecting intelligence]
identifying people holding
illegal arms and
ammunition and

de&weaponing fringe/
buffer villages of the tiger
reserve and to prepare a
database

To counter any armed
poachers inside the STR]

firearms at susceptible
anti&poaching camps-

The terms of reference
of the JTF have been fiUed
in line with the
recommendations of
central team that recently
visited the STR in view of
the killing of two forest
field staff-

The Kkillings left the
forest department shaken
as the field staff had
refused to join the
patrolling duty as part of
a symbolic protest- They
resumed duty only after
getting an assurance by the
Odisha government to
consider their demands
which included
strengthening protection
measures-

The state government
had recently granted
immunity to forest
personnel under Section
197 of Code of Criminal
Procedure “4CrPCY2 for
use of firearms for
self&defence while dealing
with poachers and in
reserve forest areas-

UGC releases list of 20 fake universities

Like every year before
the academic session begins]
the University Grants
Commission 1UGCY2
released a list of universities
that has been termed Pfakef3
by them- This year] 20
universities are on the list that
are not empowered to confer
any degree- Of all] Delhi has
the highest number of
VaeightY2 such institutions-

PIt has come to the notice
of the UGC that a number of
institutions are offering
degrees in contrary to the
provisions of the UGC Act-
Degrees awarded by such
universities shall neither be

recognised nor valid for
higher education or
employment purpose- These
universities are  not
empowered to confer any
degree]8 UGC secretary
Manish Joshi said-

Delhi has eight Pfakef}
universities — All India
Institute of Public and
Physical Health Sciences;
Commercial University Ltd]
Daryaganj; United Nations
University; Vocational
University; ADR&Centric
Juridical University; Indian
Institution of Science and
Engineering; Viswakarma
Open  University for

Self & Employment; and
AdhyatmikVishwavidyalaya
VsSpiritual University'z]
according to the UGC-

Uttar Pradesh has four
such universities — Gandhi
Hindi Vidyapith; National
University of Electro
CompleU Homeopathy;
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose University %Open
university'z; and
BhartiyaShikshaParishad-

Karnatakal]
Maharashtra] Puducherry]
Andhra Pradesh] West
Bengal and Kerala also have
PfakeB universities] the UGC
said-
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